SCOTTISH MIGRATION PATTERNS

The long history of unrest in Scotland led to a number of periods of emigration from Scotland and immigration to other countries.
If you have trouble finding your ancestors in Scotland during any of these years, check other locations.

1642 - 1651 - English Civil Wars
The “Great Rebellion” saw Royalists loyal to King Charles I battling with Oliver Cromwell’s “Roundheads,” Puritan supporters of Parliament. Cromwell transported thousands of Scottish soldiers to the Americas during the “Scottish Campaign” of 1650-51.

1715 and 1745 – Jacobite Rebellions
Commonly called “The Fifteen” (1715) and “The Forty-Five,” (1745) these uprisings sought to return Stuart kings to the thrones of both England and Scotland. After both attempts failed,
Highlanders moved to the Lowlands, with about 1,600 others banished to the American Colonies.

1760 - 1830 – Lowland Clearances
Tens of thousands of Scots left for Canada and the U.S. after being forcibly removed from their tenant farms to create sheep
ranches. During the same period, and later (late 1700’s - 1870’s), Highlanders were moved to the Lowlands and the coastal
areas. Some were brutal enough to be considered ethnic cleansing. Immigrants to the Carolinas, Nova Scotia, and other
parts of Canada came from this group.


1600’s on - Scots-Irish Emigration
At least 200,000 Presbyterians migrated to Ulster, Northern Ireland, from the Lowlands. In the end, approx. two million Scots-Irish, or Ulster Scots, migrated to North America. Included in this group are 250,000 Scots-irish who came to the American Colonies, primarily the Carolinas, Pennsylvania, and Virginia between 1717 and 1775.

1790 U.S. Census
Over 6% of Americans were of Scottish origin, with the majority living in Virginia or North Carolina. As a whole, Scots settled
primarily in the Mid-Atlantic and Southern Colonies. Many continued west to the wilderness, eventually settling in the
backwoods of Kentucky and Tennessee.

Thanks to Family Tree Magazine, November, 2008, for the basis of this podcast.
