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discovernorthem@reland.com

Welcoming
youin 2013

If ever there was a time to experience Northern Ireland,
thenthisisit! 2013 is going to be amazing. Comejoin us
and experienceit all. We've no doubt that when you have
visited - you will want to return.

-y

Here's ataster of what makes Northern Ireland so special.

pr N U ® .

The Legend of Titanic Giant’'s Causeway Visitor Centre
Onlyin Belfast can you follow Titanic’s remarkable & The Causewag Coastal Route

journey from the drawing board to the slipways,
or stand on the vast floor of the dock where she
was fitted out — her last footprint on land.

The Giant's Causeway is a spectacular natural attraction and
NorthernIreland’s only UNESCO World Heritage Site. Be sure to visit
the world-class visitor centre. Are the basaltic columns the work of
Learn more: Page 6 giant, Finn McCool or Mother Nature? You decide. Complete the
www.discovernorthernireland. com/titanic experience by driving the Causeway Coastal Route, aroad trip
recognised as one of the Top 5drivesin the world.

Learnmore: Page 10
www.discovernorthernireland. com/causeway

Images: (top left) Benone Beach, County Londonderry  (left) Titanic Belfast, Belfast ~ (right) Giant's Causeway (World Heritage Site), County Antrim
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Made for Golf

Northern Ireland is made for golf and our home-grown talent in Darren Clarke, Graeme
McDowell and Rory Mcllroy is testament to this. It really is the playground of champions.
Perfect your technique on the superb world-class links of Royal Portrush and Royal County
Down, consistently ranked in the world’s top 20 courses or hone your skills on a diverse
range of parkland and seaside courses. We have over 90 great courses to choose from.

Learn more: www.discovernorthernireland .com/golf

Historical
Northern Ireland

Whetherit's Saint Patrick and Christian
Heritage, RMS Titanic or our historic cities—
there’s something for everyone. Our 92-mile
Saint Patrick’s Trail allows you tofollow Patrick’s
footsteps and his legacy. Belfast hasan
impressiveindustrial heritage, not least its
shipbuilding. Then thereis Londonderry (also
known as Derry), a city with an eventful 1,400
year history and 400-year-old city wallsamong
the best preservedin Europe. Joinusin
September during European Heritage Open
Days, when our wonderful historic sites throw
open their doors to the public—for free.

Learn more:
www.discovernorthernireland .com/history
www.discovernorthernireland .com/ehod

Unmissable Music

Love music? Then check out ascenethatis
vibrant, exciting and cutting edge. Traditional
sessionsinlocal pubs, global superstarsin
concert, thenext big thingin alocal rock venue
or great festivals in wonderful settings—you'll
seeitallin NorthernIreland. Unearth therich
music heritage that attracted MTV to stage the
EMA here or take a musical bus tour of Belfast
and see the city that influenced Van Morrison,
Snow Patrol, Ruby Murray and many more.

Learn more:
www.discovernorthernireland .com/music

Literature
& Theatre

NorthernIrelandis hometo Nobel Laureates
and award-winning playwrights. Tour Heaney
countryin Magherafeltand gainaninsightinto
thelandscape thatinspired world-renowned
poet Seamus Heaney. Enjoy anew play by local
writers including Marie Jones and Owen
McCafferty, classicworks frominternationally-
acclaimed Brian Friel, or touring productions at
world-class theatre venuesincluding the
newly-opened MACin Belfast. Maybe even take
inone of our excellent literary festivals or
summer schools.

Learn more:
www.discovernorthernireland.com/literature

Images: (top left) Northern Ireland’s Golfing Giants — Rory Mcllroy, Graeme McDowell and Darren Clarke. © Press Eye Ltd.

Glorious Gardens
&Houses

We aren't afraid of abit of rain here—it's what
makes our gardens grow—and we have plenty
of excitinglocations to choose from. Thereare
grand gardens, walled gardens, woodland
gardens—even Japanese gardens. The new
Antrim Garden Trail includes a mix of publicand
private gardens.

Learn more:
www.discovernorthernireland .com/gardens

Fabulous Food

Northern Irelandis a great destination for
lovers of good food and drink. From sea-front
restaurants along the Causeway Coastal Route
toseafood bars at the foot of the Mourne
Mountains, contemporary city restaurants,and
hearty pub grubin beautiful rural spots. The
quality and authenticity of our local produceis
undeniable too—withanumber of recent
world-wide accolades.

Learn more:
www.discovernorthernireland .com/food

Mountain Biking -
Embrace the Mud

Widely regarded as one of the world's fastest
growing adventure activities, mountain biking
has welland truly landedin NorthernIreland.
We have approximately 100km of official
purpose-built bike trails and are currently
developing a number of new mountain biking
trails openingin 2013. These new trails will give
enthusiasts additional cross-country and
downhill routes in the Mourne Mountains
making Northern Ireland a must visit mountain
bike destination! Come and enjoy the full
beauty of our landscape—two wheels and
endless possibilities!

Learn more:

www.discovernorthernireland.com/
mountainbiking

(topright) MTV EMA Concert 2011, Belfast City Hall © Press Eye Ltd.  (bottom right) Mountain Biking.

Genealogy-
Trace Your Roots

NorthernIreland’s rich migration history has
created adiverse populationand culture at
home and an extended family the world-over,
with millions of people boasting a direct family
connectiontotheregion. Visit Northern Ireland
in search of your roots or retrace the footsteps
of your ancestors and gain a deeperinsightinto
your own family history.

Learn more:
www.discovernorthernireland.com/genealogy

An Adventure
Playground

We have activities for all skills and preferences.
Paddle along canoe trails, surf or body board on
waves coming from the roaring North Atlantic
or head to the Mourne Mountains, which you
canwalk, climb, horse-ridein the foothills or
even blast down onamountain board!
Fermanaghis perfect for cruising, canoeing
and all things water-based. Multi-activity
centres areagreat way to packin several
activitiesinadayandtry something new—
caving, sailing, parachuting or white water
kayaking. Less extreme, cyclingis one of the
best ways totakeinidyllicareas suchasthe
Sperrins, with off-road family routes to more
challenging mountain bike trails.

Learn more:
www.discovernorthernireland .com/adventure

UK City \
of Culture 5
2013 M 2013

2013is set to be Derry~Londonderry’s
year, whenit hosts thefirst UK City of
Culture with a packed programme of
events. Highlights willinclude the
All-Ireland Fleadh and Turner Prize,
alongside hundreds of other festivals,
events and activities.

Learn more:
www.cityofculture2013.com

www.discovernorthernireland .com/
walledcity
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Voted one of the world's top
destinations for 2012, Belfast
trulyis a place reborn. Come
and experience the energy
of this Titanic city and the
delights of the surrounding
Greater Belfast area.

Explore the city’s many quarters, each with
theirownstories totell.

One shipis synonymous with Belfast, RMS
Titanic. Thereis no better place to experience
the story ofits origins, construction, launch
and legacy - and delve into Belfast's rich
industrial and maritime heritage.

Aselection of specialist Titanicand maritime
tours make the Titanic Quarter amust-see on
any visitor'sitinerary. From the cranes of the
Harland and Wolff shipyard, Drawing Offices
where Titanicand her sister ships were
designed, the slipways from which they were
launched and Titanic’s Dock & Pump-House
where they were fitted out.

The cultural heart of the city, the Cathedral
Quarter s the oldest quarter and centres
around Saint Anne’s Cathedral; an area
packed with cobbled streets, superb
restaurants which cater for every taste
(including local specialties of champ, Irish
Stew and breads) and great pubs. Chat with
locals over a pint at McHugh's, one of the
oldest pubsin Belfast dating back to 1711 and
gaze across to the Albert Memorial Clock,
Belfast's answer to Pisa’s Leaning Tower. It
was featured in the 1947 film, ‘Odd Man Out’.
The history of the city is everywhere to be
seen, from the architecture of magnificent
buildings such as the sumptious City Hall
(home to the Titanic Memorial Garden), built
on profits from the gasworks, to other civic
gems such as the Grand Opera House, Ulster
Halland the Crown Bar.

The Gaeltacht Quarteris home to some of the
city’s descriptive wallmurals andis anarea
where Irish language and culture has
flourished since the 1960s.

The Queen'’s Quarter, with the historical
Queen’s University and the Ulster Museum,
and the Lisburn Road area boast many

informal cafés which provide the perfect
rest stop.

Take a fascinating tour of the Parliament
Buildings and then enjoy a stroll around its
grounds. Cave Hill (North Belfast), offers a
natural viewing gallery over the city. Did you
know the giant's face on the hill (a basaltic
outcrop known by locals as ‘Napoleon’s Nose')
inspired literary great, Jonathan Swift to
write Gulliver’s Travels?

Ashortjourney from Belfast City and visitors
can uncover the delights of the Greater Belfast
area— Lisburn, North Down, Carrickfergus,
Castlereagh and Newtownabbey. Setinthe
beautiful Lagan Valley, the Lisburn area
covers 174 square miles of contrasting
scenery from the gentle drumlins of the open
countryside to many picturesque towns and
villages such as Ballinderry, Lambeg and
Hillsborough. A not to be missed experience
is the Hilden Brewery, Ireland’s oldest
Independent Brewery.

For those who like to be beside the sea,
North Down offers fabulous coastline,
stunning scenery, layers of history, plenty of
activities, fascinating museums and
delicious dining. From sailing Bangor Marina
and a variety of other watersports, a host of
summer family events to the stunning North
Down Coastal Path and the breathtaking
inland sections of the Ulster Way - there’s
something for everyone.

Castlereagh has a wide range of quality sports,
leisure and recreational facilities such as
Dundonald International Ice Bowl, Castlereagh
Hills Golf Course and Streamvale Open Farm.
Why not take a walk around the intriguing
range of landscapes from the woods and
waterfall of Cregagh Glen, to the grounds of
Lisnabreeny house, and see the spectacular
views of thecity.

Sporting activities and outdoor pursuits can
also be enjoyed in Newtownabbey, the
gateway to one of the world's greatest road
journeys, the Causeway Coastal Route.

Thenthereis Carrickfergus, steeped in a past
of over 800 eventful years, this historic walled
town has much to offer the visitor. As the words
to the well-known and haunting Irish folk
song goes - ‘IwishIwasin Carrickfergus...".

BELFAST CITY & GREATER BELFAST

Experiences

* Visitthe world's largest Titanic
visitor experience

Uncover thestory of Belfast’s most
famous creation at the state-of-the
art Titanic Belfast visitor attraction.
Theiconic, six-floor building features
nineinteractive galleries telling the
story of Titanicand maritime Belfast.

» Soakup Belfast's cultural scene

Enjoy ashow at one of Belfast’s
excellent performance venues, which
include the Grand Opera House,

Lyric Theatreand the MAC.

» Enjoyatour
See Belfast city’s key sights, including
its famous wall murals from the back
seat of Belfast's most iconic vehicle or

sail Carrickfergus or Bangor marinas
as partof an organised tour.

» Discover Georgiangems

Uncover the hidden secrets of the
County Down village of Hillsborough.

+ Enjoy the cultural experience
beyond Belfast at Theatre at the Mill
(Newtownabbey) andIsland Arts
Centre (Lisburn).

+  Getspooked with a Ghost Walkin
Belfast oraseasonal Graveyard Walk
in Bangor.

Enjoy live music at one of the many
iconic music venues in Belfast—try
the Empire, Laverys, Duke of York,
Black Box, Oh Yeah Centreand An
Culturlann. Sessionsare also heldin
the Greater Belfast area.

Takeina Belfast Giantsice hockey
match at the Odyssey or go the dogs
at Drumbo Park Greyhound Stadium,
Lisburn.

Images: (opposite) Cave Hill; (clockwise) Hillsborough International Oyster Festival (September), Carrickfergus Castle, Family entertainment in Bangor.



2. Ulster Museum

Come face to face with dinosaurs, meet an
Ancient Egyptian Mummy and see modern

masterpieces withavisit to the Ulster Museum.

As NorthernIreland’s treasure house of the
past and present, the museumis home to
arich collection of art, history and natural
sciences and free to all visitors. From Ireland
to the South Pacific, ancient relics to
hands-on activities, the museum offers
something for everyone from the simply
curious to the enthusiast. Closed Mondays
(except Bank Holidays).

T:028 9044 0000
W: www.nmni.com

* FREE

3. Ulster Folk &
Transport Museum

Step backin time and uncover a way of life
from 100 years ago. Discover town and
countryside with cottages, farms, schools
and shops to explore as you wander through
the beautiful parkland of the Folk Museum.
Chat to costumed visitor guides as they
demonstrate traditional crafts. Climb onand
off majestic steam locomotives or experience
the sensation of flightin the Transport
Museum bursting with horse-drawn
carriages, electric trams, boats, motorbikes,
fire-engines and vintage cars. At TITANICa:
The Exhibition, discover more than 500
original artefacts including loan objects from
RMS Titanic that were recovered from the
bottom of theicy Atlantic, then walk the
historic streets and meet the people who
lived in her time with ‘The People’s Story’
exhibition. Closed Mondays (except Bank
Holidays).

T:028 90428428

W: www.nmni.com
.
£

08

discovernorthernireland.com

1. Titanic Belfast

Titanic Belfast, an unbelievable, unmissable
experience. Located in the heart of Belfast,

right beside the historic site of this

world-famous ship’s construction, Titanic

Belfast is the world's largest Titanic visitor
experience. Housed in aniconic, six-floor
building, this state-of-the-art visitor
experience will tell you the story of the

Titanic, from her conceptionin Belfastin the
early1900s, through her construction and
launch, to her famous maiden voyage and
subsequent placein history - only in Belfast!

While In The Area Visit: Titanic’s Dock &
Pump-House, H&W Drawing Offices,
SS Nomadic, T13, Belfast Barge.

T:028 9076 6386
W: www.titanicbelfast.com
-l

r.--‘ "t,‘

4.Saint Anne’s Cathedral

The cathedral was consecrated in 1904, its
foundation stone having been laid in 1899.
Thetransepts were added in the 1970s and
the ‘Spire of Hope' as recently as 2007. It has
many beautiful stained glass windows,
some stunning mosaics, and aninteresting
labyrinth marked out on the floor at the
entrance, leading the visitor from the door
towards the sanctuary. Thereis afuneral pall
commemorating those who lost their lives in
the sinking of the Titanic. Nearly 4 metres by
2.5metresinindigo, it represents the
midnight sea, with crosses of different sizes
and shapes to symbolise the loss of lives
sinking into the dark ocean. Services daily.

T:02890328332
W: www.belfastcathedral.org
* FREE

5. Belfast City & &

Greater Belfast Tours

Uncover the remarkable story of the Titanic,
the world’s most famous ship; built with
passion, determination and pride—right
here in Belfast. Experience the Titanic story
by boat, luxury car and bus tour or a guided
walk around the historic Titanic Quarter.

Or see a different view of Belfast froman
open-top bus, black taxi or bike tour. Enjoy
some of the city’s most impressive and
evocative sights, including its open air
gallery of passionate and provocative wall
murals. Themed toursinclude: C.S. Lewis
Tour, Titanic Trail and Belfast Music Tour.
Beyond Belfast don't miss the Hilden
Brewery and Hillsborough Castle Tours,
Carrickfergus Walking Tours and Bangor
Fishing Trips and Short Sea Cruises.

T:0289127 0069 (Bangor TIC)

T:0289024 6609 (Belfast Welcome Centre)
T:028 93358049 (Carrickfergus TIC)

T:028 9268 9717 (Hillsborough TIC)

T:028 9266 0038 (Lisburn TIC)

W: www.discovernorthernireland.com/titanic
W:www.discovernorthernireland.com/touring
- £



6. Belfast Castleand
Carrickfergus Castle

The magnificent sandstone building

of Belfast Castleis a familiar landmark,
overlooking the city from a prominent site
400 feet above sea level on the slopes of
Cave Hill. Also experiencethe sights and
sounds of Cave Hill Country Park, a Green
Flag awarded park. Approximately 11 miles
away from Belfast stands Carrickfergus
Castle, one of Northern Ireland’s most
striking monuments and the first building of
its kind in Northern Ireland. Today, this 800
year old castleis open to the public for fun
days out and for those wishing to learn more
about its history.

T:028 9077 6925 (Belfast Castle)

W: www.belfastcastle.co.uk

* FREE

T: 028 93351273 (Carrickfergus Castle)

W: www.discovernorthernireland.com/niea
e £

9. North Down Museum

Learn thefascinating saga of the areain
NorthernIreland’'s most visited small museum,
located around a covered courtyard at the rear
of Bangor Castle. The story of the region’s
history, archaeology and wildlife unfolds
before you through a series of exciting
audio-visual displays and intriguing exhibits.
Key artefacts on display include the Bronze
Age Ballycrochan Swords, the Bangor Bell
and the Raven Maps, the only complete folio
of Plantation era maps in Ireland. While In
the Area also Visit: Bangor Walled Garden
and Bangor Abbey.

T:028 91271200
W: www.northdownmuseum.com
* FREE

'1! A\

" L : \
7.Patterson’s Spade Mill

Watch as billets of red hot steel are
hammered into perfectly balanced spades
atthelast water-driven spade millin the
British Isles. The Patterson family made
spades at this site at Templepatrick for
generations using tools and techniques
little changed from the Industrial
Revolution. Take a step backin time and see
firsthand how the common garden spade
is created using age old methods. Bespoke
hand crafted spades can be made to order.
Please call for up-to-date opening times.

T:028 94433619
W:www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ni
s £

J.

10. Belfast Zoological Gardens

Thezoois a safe haven for over 1,200 animals.

It emphasises conservation, education and
focuses on breeding rare species. Among
rare animals housed here are red pandas
and Barbary lions. Adjacent to Cave Hill
Country Park, Belfast Zoo extends up Cave
Hill, so be prepared for panoramic views
over Belfast Lough and County Antrim.
Like This? Also Try: W5, Pickie Family Fun
Park, Lagan Valley Leisureplex, Streamvale
Open Farm, Aunt Sandra’s Candy Factory,
Dundonald International Ice Bowl and the
Urban Sports Skate Park.

T:0289077 6277
W: www.belfastzoo.co.uk
s £

Save money on
tours, attractions
and travel with the

BELFAST CITY & GREATER BELFAST

e

>
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8.IrishLlinenCentre =~
and Lisburn Museum

Based in Lisburn’s oldest building, the 17th
century Market House, the Irish Linen Centre/
Lisburn Museum brings to life the story of
thelrish linenindustry and showcases one
of Ireland’s best known industries and its
importance to Lisburn. Take an audio-visual
tour and see the weaving centre and hand
looms. The centre also showcases events
and exhibitions which recreate and honour
Lisburn’srich, local history. While In The
Area Visit: Coca Cola Visitor Experience.

T:028 9266 3377
W: www.visitlisburn.com
* FREE
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One of the World’s Great
Scenic Road Journeys




The Causeway Coastal
Route is rated as one of the
Top Five Road Trips
worldwide and when you
driveit, you'll see why.

It's an ever changing tapestry of scenery
and colours, set against a dramatic coastal
backdrop that will take your breath away

- the perfect place for a leisurely tour.

Thejourney starts in Belfast, follow the
Coast Road to the Larne area, the gateway to
the Nine Glens of Antrim; Glenarm (home to
Glenarm Castle and Walled Garden, one of
Ireland’s oldest walled gardens, dating from
the 18th century), Glencloy, Glenariff,
Glenballyemon, Glencorp, Glenaan, Glendun,
Glenshesk and Glentaisie.

Theroad hugs the narrow strip of coastline
between the sea and high cliffs. Around 60
million years ago, three great lava flows were
laid down here, cooling the basaltic plateau
of North Antrim. You can still see the
different layers in the cliff face. At the end of
thelastIce Age, ten thousand years ago,
massive glaciers scoured the deep valleys
that form the Glens. Time, weather and man
have created the beautiful landscape that
you see today. Inland, near Ballymena,
Slemish Mountainis all that's left of an
ancient volcano. Saint Patrick is said to
have spent six years there as aslave,
herding sheep.

Glenariff Forest Park s at the heart of the
Glens of Antrim. Set in a classic u-shaped
valley, it offers a choice of bracing walks
through stunning scenery.

Take a detour to Torr Head, with its views
across to the Mull of Kintyre. It's a reminder
that before the road was builtin the 1830s,
this region was closely connected to
Scotland. Many local families have Scottish
surnames. This mix of Scots and Irish
cultures has meant that North Antrim

and the Glens have always been known

as “aplaceapart”.

RathlinIsland, with its striking lighthouses
and backdrop, lies just six miles off the coast
andis reached by aregular ferry service from
Ballycastle. Take time to cross the Carrick-a-
Rede Rope Bridge and enjoy a drop of
whiskey at the Old Bushmills’ Distillery.
Catch the narrow gauge steam train from
Bushmills to Northern Ireland’s most
famous attraction and recognised World
Heritage Site, the Giant’s Causeway. Formed
over 60 million years ago, when molten lava
cooled suddenly on contact with water,

itis an awe-inspiring landscape of mostly
hexagonal basalt columns.

Be sure to experience theimpressive, new
world-class Giant's Causeway Visitor Centre.

Around of golf at Royal Portrushis the perfect
way to finish the day, before following the
Causeway Coastal Route west, towards
Londonderry, taking in the beautiful
Mussenden Temple and Downhill Demesne
at Castlerock.

=
e

CAUSEWAY COAST & GLENS

Experiences

» Experiencethe world-class
Giant’s Causeway Visitor Centre

Goonajourney ofdiscovery and
learnabout the history, geology,
biodiversity, myths and legends of
the Causeway areainabuilding which
itselfis anarchitectural masterpiece.

* Drivethestunning Causeway
Coastal Route (CCR)

It will be easy to see why these

120 miles (including 9 scenicloops)
of drivingroute werevoted 5thinthe
world's top 10 scenic views (Jacobs
Creek, 2006). Enjoy the views along
the 52km Causeway Coast Way which
starts at Ballycastle continuingalong
the coast withafinish at Portstewart.

* Teeoffattherenowned
Royal Portrush Golf Club

Jointhe many famous golferswho
have been enjoying this course over
theyearssinceitopenedin1888.
2013 promises to beabigyearforthe
clubthat hosted the 2012 Irish Open,
they will be celebrating their125th
anniversary.

» Travelthe stretch of line between
Bushmills and the World Heritage
Site at the Giant's Causeway in style

The Bushmills Railway has been built
totheIrish narrow gauge of three feet
andruns fortwo miles along the track
bedoftheformer Giant's Causeway Tram.

» Scullions Hurls

Watchtheartisans at workat Scullions
Hurls Workshops, part of the

Northern European Economusée
Artisans at Work tourst trail.

r Dark

« Savourthelive traditional music in
one of themany pubsin Cushendall
or Cushendun.

Soak up the culture with arange of
eventsinthe Roe Valley Arts and
Cultural Centre, Limavady,

the Riverside Theatrein Coleraine
or The Braidin Ballymena.

Images: (opposite) The Giant’s Causeway; (clockwise) Overlooking Cushendun, Glens of Antrim, ‘The Dark Hedges’ at Stranocum, Mussenden Sunset. 11



3. Glenariff Forest Park Waterfalls
&CarnloughHarbour ™

Enjoy the space and freedom of this
beautiful forest park. Itis arambler’s
paradise with woody glades, small lakes,
tumbling waterfalls and a seasonal café.
Take aleisurely coastal drive to Carnlough,
where fishing boats rest in the harbour. Call
in for refreshment at The Londonderry Arms
Hotel, an 1848 coaching inn once owned by
Winston Churchill. Like this? Also Visit:

Roe Valley Country Park.

T:02829556000

(Glenariff Forest Park, c/o Garvagh Forest Service)

W: www.nidirect.gov.uk/forests

£ (carparking)

T:0282826 0088

(CarnloughHarbour,c/o Larne Tourist Information Centre)
* FREE
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1. The Old Bushmills’ Distillery

The craft of whiskey making has been
carried out at Bushmills for over 400 years
using the same traditional methods to
create thefinest Irish whiskeys. Why not join
us to seefor yourselfin the company of an
experienced guide who will take you through
the heart of the oldest working distillery in
Ireland. Please call for opening times and
agerestrictions.

T:02820733218
W: www.bushmills.com
» £ (tours)
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4. Cushendun & Torr Head

Nestling at the foot of Glendun, is
Cushendun, withits distinctive Cornish-style
village square and cottages by architect
Clough Williams-Ellis. Artists Maurice Wilkes,
Deborah Brown and Charles McAuley were
inspired by its beauty. Along the coast, only
twelve miles separate rocky Torr Head from
the Mull of Kintyre. Many Scottish clansmen
settled along this North Antrim Coast.

T:0282076 2024

(Ballycastle Tourist Information Centre)
W:www.heartofthecausewaycoastandglens.com
* FREE

- = 3t

2. Gracehill Village

Two miles west of Ballymena lies the village
of Gracehill, where you can step back 250
yearsin time. This small village was founded
by the Moravians between 1759-1765 and

is Ireland’s only Moravian settlement. The
layout of the village and unique Georgian-
style architecture remains unchanged. In
1975, it was designated Northern Ireland’s
first Conservation Area.

T:02825635900

(Ballymena Tourist Information Centre)
W: www.gatewaytotheglens.com
* FREE

5.Bonamargy Friary, Ballycastle,
RathlinIsland & RSPB Viewpoint

On the outskirts of Ballycastle are the
picturesque ruins of Bonamargy Friary,
founded around 1500 by the Franciscans.
It contains the remains of chieftain Sorley
Boy McDonnell. In Ballycastle, thereis a
memorial to Guglielmo Marconi who carried
out thefirst tests on radio signals here
in1898. Take the 20-40 minute ferry trip
to RathlinIsland. Thousands of nesting
seabirds can be viewed from Kebble
National Nature Reserve. Come to Rathlin
in May and welcome back hundreds of
Guillemots, Puffins and Kittiwakes.

T:0282076 2024
(Ballycastle Tourist Information Centre)
W:www.heartofthecausewaycoastandglens.com
* FREE

(£- carferry Ballycastle to RathlinIsland)



NorthernIreland’siconic only World Heritage
Site and Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
is hometo awealth of local history and legend.
The Giant’s Causeway, renowned for its
polygonal columns of layered basalt resulted
from a volcanic eruption 60 million years ago
andis famously steeped in myth and legend.
Some say it was carved from the coast by the
mighty giant, Finn McCool who left behind
an ancient home full of folklore. Have fun
searching for distinctive stone formations
fancifully named the Camel, the Wishing
Chair, the Granny and the Organ. Unlock

the secrets of the Causeway landscape with
theinteractive exhibition in the Visitor
Experience and explore the great outdoors
with our audio guide available in arange of
languages or avail of a free walking tour with
amember of the National Trust team. There
are four stunning trails to discover — from the
all-accessible walk at Runkerry Head to the
more challenging Causeway Coast Way and
Ulster Way.

Take the exhilarating rope bridge challenge to
Carrick-a-Redeisland (a Site of Special
Scientific Interest) and enjoy a truly cliff top
experience. Near the North Antrim Coast
road,amid unrivalled coastal scenery, the
30-metredeepand20-metrewidechasmis
traversed by arope bridge that was
traditionally erected by salmon fishermen.
Openallyear (weather permitting excluding
25/26 December). Please telephone for
details of opening times.

This Medieval 17th century castle, strikingly
perched on rocky cliffs and overlooking the
North Atlantic, was the headquarters of the
MacDonnell Clan. Constantly fought over,

it eventually succumbed to the power of
nature, when part of it fellinto the sea one
stormy night in 1639. It was abandoned
shortly afterwards. The magical setting of
the castle was also aninspiration to CS Lewis
when writing his legendary works and was
includedin BBC Countryfile Magazine's top
10 romantic ruins in Britain.

Glenarm Castle was the ancestral home of
the McDonnells, Earls of Antrim, and the
Walled Garden dates from the 18th century.
Memorabilia on the ancestors of the present
Earl of Antrim are displayed on various
occasions. A19th century Mushroom House
has also been converted to a charming tea-
room. While visiting the castle and walled
garden be sure to experience the signed
heritage trail around the town. Closed
October-February.

There cannot be a more wild and dramatic
placein NorthernIreland than the landscape
park of Downhill. The romantic vision of
Frederick Hervey, Earl Bishop of Derry, he
created an elegant mansion at Downhill,
which now liesin ruins. On the nearby
clifftop, the Earl Bishop built the circular
Mussenden Temple as his library. As an extra
treat you can learn about the reality of life
intherural 17th century cottage of Hezlett
House, told through people who once lived
therein one of Northern Ireland’s oldest
buildings.
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' The Walled City of Derry
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Did you know?
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Londonderryis the only complete walled
cityinIreland,and one of thefinest
examplesin Europe. Infact the city walls
arelisted as one of the World's 1001
Historic Sites You Must See Before

You Die (UNESCO, 2008).

Thecityis hometo the biggest Hallowe’en
carnivalinlIreland.
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Saint Columb's Cathedral was the
first cathedral to be built afterthe
Reformation, andis the city’s most
historic building.

Thecity hasaunique associationtothe
artsand literary world, befittingits status
asthe UK’sfirst UK City of Culturein 2013.
It has been home to playwright Brian Friel,
poet Seamus Heaney and musical talent
such as Phil Coulter, Josef Locke

and The Undertones.

Thenewly opened Ebrington Square,
thecity’s latest outdoor performance
space canaccommodate up to12,000
peopleforevents,andis largerinsize
than London’s Trafalgar Square.

Derryis oneof the oldest continuously-
inhabited placesinIreland, dating back
tothe sixth century when Saint Columba
established his first monastery.




Voted 4thin Lonely Planet’s
‘Best in Travel Guide 2013’,
Londonderry, also known
as Derry, is an ancient yet
contemporary city. It is also
the worthy recipient of the
prestigious title ‘UK City

of Culture 2013'.

Therich cultural and architectural heritage
isreflected in the city’s names: Derry, from
old Irish Doire, a reference to the oak grove
where Saint Columba founded a monastery
around 546 AD; Londonderry, the name
granted during the seventeenth century
Plantation of Ulster; and within which you
will find ‘The Walled City’, one of Europe’s
best preserved walled settlements.

Built to defend the Plantation city from
marauding Irish chieftains, the walls were
completed in 1618. They proved effective
during the Siege of Derry, from 1688-89,
when thirteen Apprentice Boys closed the
city gates against the Jacobite forces of King
James. The Protestant garrison held out for
months in appalling conditions, with people
reduced to eating cats, dogs and even rats!
Thesiege was lifted when three ships, Mountjoy,
Phoenix and Jerusalem broke the boom
across the River Foyle and unloaded their
precious cargo of food for the starving citizens.

The city played a key role during the Second
World War, owing to its strategic position as
the Allies’ most westerly naval base. At the
war's height, 20,000 sailors of various
nationalities were based at the thriving port,
and the city retains historic links with the

US Navy to this day.

Over amilein circumference, standing
26 feet high and 30 feet wide in places,
the walls boast twenty-four original
cannons standing sentinel, including the
mighty Roaring Meg.

Explore some of the many intriguing sights,
including Saint Columb’s Cathedral and the
beautiful Guildhall (a popular performance
and exhibition venue).

The Craft Village, now with a glazed canopy,
will take you on an evocative journey back to
thecity in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuriesis also along the route.

Across thecityis the elegant Saint Eugene’s
Roman Catholic Cathedral, dating from 1873.
Or visit Riverwatch, a favourite with families
especially at feeding time, when you can see
some voracious fish being fed!

If you have aninterest in the past, the Tower
and Workhouse Museums and Museum of
Free Derry reveal different aspects of the
city’s economic, social and more contemporary
history. Other buildings located around

the city walls include the Apprentice Boys
Memorial Hall, steeped in history relating

to The Siege 0f 1688-89 and The Apprentice
Boys Association.

Be sure to walk across the gleaming new
Peace Bridge, which curves majestically across
the River Foyle. It connects the renovated
Guildhall Square to the spectacular new
performance space at Ebrington, which will
be a key venue during the UK City of Culture
celebrations and is also adjacent to the
largest public artwork to ever be
commissionedinIreland, ‘Mute Meadows'.

Thisisacity thatjust loves to party and enjoys
ayear-round cycle of festivals, including
Ireland’s biggest Hallowe’en carnival. The
momentous UK City of Culture win will see
Derry~Londonderry play host to events of
global significance, including the Turner Prize
and All-Ireland Fleadh, as part of a year-long
programme of over 1,000 cultural events.

As the city enters one of the most exciting
timesinits history and opensits doors to the
world, there's never been a better time to visit.

Images: (opposite) The Cannons & City Walls; (clockwise) The Peace Bridge, Busking on the City Walls.

LONDONDERRY

» Enjoyretail therapy at Austin’s -
the world's oldestindependent
department store

Austin’s has been the cornerstone of
thecity’s Diamond area since 1830.
It predates Jenners of Edinburgh,
Harrods of London and Macy’s of
New York. Browse theimpressive
range of Irish crystal, giftware,
fashions, linens and homewares.

» Takeinawalking ortaxitour
of the city

Uncover all thereis to know with
anorganised living history tour. Look
out forthe ‘Hands Across the Divide’
statue,asymbol of today’s vibrant city.

» Strollacross the Peace Bridge
and explore Ebrington

View the city fromauniqueangle
onthe Peace Bridgeand taketime
todiscovertherejuvenated Ebrington
Square.

» Knownasthe City of Song, enjoy the
best of the city’s live music

Fromimpromptu traditional musicto
contemporary music visit Peadar
0’Donnells orthe Gweedore Bars. The
Nerve Centre, Cultdrlann Ui Chanain
and many more pubs and clubs are
also host toa vibrant musicscene.

* Travel outside the city and marvel
atthe highest waterfallin Northern
Ireland

AtNess Country Park, youcanalsocheck
out the many species of wildlifeand
birdlifeincluding thefamousredsquirrel.

After Dark:

+ Soakuptheculture of this vibrant
city by takingin a performance at
The Playhouse, Millennium Forum,
Verbal Arts Centre or Waterside Theatre.

Take astrollalong the newly renovated
Queens Quay and choose from one of
the many fine restaurants on offer.
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INGIANELS

Built four hundred years ago, the
walls protected the new Plantation
town from attack by the Irish clans.
Never breached, they remain
completely intact, making this
Ireland’s only remaining walled city
-and 24 of the original cannons
continue to hold pride of place.
Stroll along this historic walkway,
then descendto the old town and
exploreits atmospheric streets,
shops and pubs.

T:0287126 7284
(Derry Visitor and Convention Bureau)
W: www.derryvisitor.com

* FREE

=N

2.St. Columb’s Cathedral

The cathedral was thefirst of its kind to be

built after the Reformation. As one of the city’s

most historic buildings, its Chapter House
Museum contains artefacts from the Siege
0f 1689 as well as information on famous
personalities; Cecil Frances Alexander (the
hymn writer), the Earl Bishop and world
famous philosopher, George Berkeley.
Audio visual display. While In The

Area Visit: Saint Augustine’s Church,

the monastic site of Saint Columba.

T:02871267313
W: www.stcolumbscathedral.org
e £ -admission &tours
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3.First Derry Presbyterian Church
and Blue Coat School Visitor Centre

First Derry Presbyterian Church re-opened
in May 2011 following extensive restoration
which totally renovated the church whilst
retaining many of the original features.
Having been closed for 9 years the Churchis
once again being used as a place of worship.
Adjoining the Church is the Blue Coat School
Visitor Centre which tells the story of how
Presbyterianism arrived in Ireland, therole
Presbyterians had in commerce, education
andin the defence of the city during the
Great Siege. Closed October to April. Please
callfor more details.

T:0287126 1550

W: www.derryvisitor.com

* Free (£ - guided/group tours)
donations welcome

4.The Tower Museum

The Tower Museum immerses youin
Londonderry’s potent history with two
engrossing exhibitions: The Story of
Derry Exhibition, which narrates the city’s
development from monastic times to
present day and An Armada Shipwreck —
La Trinidad Valencera, the story of a
Spanish galleon that sank off the Donegal
coastin1588. Opening times vary during
summer months. Like this? Also Visit:
Foyle Valley Railway Museum.

T:02871372411
W: www.derrycity.gov.uk/museums
. £



5.Walking and Taxi Tours

Learn about the city’s past and present

by going on a guided walking tour. Or go it
alone with the MyTourTalk MP3 player.
Alternatively take a more intimate taxi tour
and explore the stories of this historic city.
Details of all tours available from the Tourist
Information Centre.

T:0287126 7284

(Derry Visitor and Convention Bureau)
W: www.derryvisitor.com

- £

8.Museum of Free Derry

The museum focuses on the civil rights
campaign which emerged in the 1960s and
the Free Derry/early Troubles period of the
early1970s. It tells the people’s story of

the civil rights movement, the Battle of the
Bogside, Internment, Free Derry and Bloody
Sunday. The museum has an archive of

over 25,000 individual items relating to the
period. Most items with immense historical

significance were donated by local residents.

T:0287136 0880
W: www.museumoffreederry.org
. £

6. The Guildhall

Builtin 1887 by The Honourable The Irish
Society, the Guildhallis steeped in unique
history. With its stunning stained glass
windows and neo-gothic styleitis one of the
most striking buildings in the North West.
See the staircase, main hall organ and
corridors within this distinctive building.
Afterinternal refurbishments new facilities
willinclude a Tourist Information Point, an
exhibition area, tours as well as a café with
outdoor space onto Harbour Square.

T:02871267284
W: www.derrycity.gov.uk
» FREE

& Visitor Centre

Riverwatch Aquarium & Visitor Centreis a
must for all ages. Learn about the incredible
fish lifein our loughs, rivers, sea and shore
through interactive exhibitions and
activities. Eight aquariums hold freshwater
and saltwater species from different
eco-systems. If you're lucky, you might just
arrive at feeding time. Also open Saturdays
during July and August.

T:02871342100
W: www.loughs-agency.org
* FREE

LONDONDERRY

Agreat place for sports enthusiasts, or those
who simply want to enjoy the scenery. Enjoy
outdoor pursuits, paintballing, watersports,
water park and angling, available here with
professionalinstruction. There are wonderful
views including the Donegal Hills and across
the city to the Lough Foyle estuary, with
Binevenagh Mountain visible in the distance.
Fully licensed restaurant and signed
heritage trail on-site.

T:0287136 3133
W:www.creggancountrypark.com

» FREE(Park admission/heritage trail)
+ £ (Activities)

17
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Tyrone

S

& Sperrins

Did you know?
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Discover, Explore, Enjoy

Strabaneis hometo some much-loved
publicart. ‘TheTinnies’,at5.5mtall,are
oneoflreland's largest and consist of five
semi-abstract figures themed onmusic
anddance. The 2.4mgold sculpture of
Ambrosethe Piginthegrounds of the Alley
Theatretakesits namefromacharacter
created by the town’s most famous literary
son, Flann O'Brien. Some believeheisa
‘wishing pig’ who can bestow good fortune.

Banagher Glen, near Dungivenisoneof

theoldest ancient oak woodlandsinIreland.

Itfeaturesareservoiranddam offering
stunning views over the Sperrin Mountains
andbeyond.

+ TheCarletonTrail, inthe Clogher Valleyis
a30-mile, scenic cycle route named after
theacclaimed poetand novelist William
Carleton (1794—1869), who spent his
childhoodthere.

+ TheSperrinsregionisanangler's paradise.

The Foyle River System (including the
Mourneand Owenkillew Rivers), offers
someofthe best gamefishingin Europe.

+ Michael StreetinOmaghissaidtobe
thesmallest streetinIreland, withonly
one house, while Cookstownis knownto
havethelongestand widest main street
inIreland.

r

James Wilson, grandfather of Woodrow
Wilson, 28th President of the United States
was bornat Dergalt, outside Strabane.
Like this? Youwill love: Wilson Ancestral
Home (tours available Julyand August),
Gray's Printing Press, Strabane (open
onlimited dates).

Water from St. Patrick’s Well, Magherakeel,
west of Castlederg, is reputedto cure
toothache.

-



Tyrone &Sperrins areone of NorthernIreland’s
premier eco-tourism destinations, with rivers
teaming with life, mountains, valleys, forests,
lakes and outdoor pursuits.

The ancient bog gives the Sperrins landscape
its character and it has yielded age-old
secretsinrecent decades. Most notably the
Beaghmore Stone Circles, created around
1500 BC, perhaps as an observatory and
ritual site for the people who farmed the
high pasture of the Sperrins.

Withits scenic windswept hills, Tyrone has a

special appeal for walkers, who can relax after
aday’s hikingin the pleasant main street pubs.
Quality walks include the Robber’s Table near
Gortin, which passes the site where supposed
17th century highwaymen met to divide their
spoils after raiding postal carriages.

Visit theregion’s newest attraction, Hill of
The O’Neill & Ranfurly House Arts & Visitor's
Centre - the hill from which the famous
O’Neill dynasty ruled Gaelic Ireland for over
300 years. With commanding 360 degree
views, itis perfect for morning walks, family
outings and special picnics.

Explore the Sperrins on the excellent network
of signed cycle routes. The more adventurous
can take the 31-mile Gold Cycle Route, a scenic
route with little traffic, taking you through

Images: (opposite) Cycling at Barnes Gap; (clockwise) Beaghmore Stone Circles, Off-road Driving at Todds Leap, ‘The Tinnies’ Sculpture.

the ancient valleys and spirit lifting heights
of the Sperrins. From the breathtaking
Glenelly Valley, often regarded as one of
Northern Ireland’s most idyllicand dramatic
landscapes, you can marvel at the glacial
environment millions of years in the making
as you cycle through the dramatic Barnes Gap
and the wilds of Sawelabeg and Doraville.
Other great views include the Owenkillew
Valley and Butterlope Glen —fellow glacial
landscapes and from Pigeon Top Mountain
near Omagh, Mullaghcarn which rises above
Gortin Glen Forest Park and Bolaght Mountain
near Castlederg.

Or why not experience one of the Sperrins’
four scenic driving routes —included in the
National Geographic’s prestigious list of the
world’s top 101 scenic drives for 2012. This is
aregionrichin history, with many important
sites of interest; from Clogherny Wedge Tomb
and Tirnoney Dolmen, megalithic burial
chambers at least 4000 years old, to theruins
of two separate castles in Newtownstewart,
the 14th century Gaelic Avery’s Castle and
the 17th century plantation Stewart Castle.

No visit would be complete without some
time spent at the Ulster American Folk Park,
an outdoor museum which chronicles the
story of emigration during the 18th and
19th centuries; bringing to life the various
aspects of the emigrant’s tale on both sides
of the Atlantic.

Whether you enjoy electrifying, adrenaline-
based pursuits at Todds Leap, relaxing with
a holistictreatment at Angel Sanctuary
Healing Centre, walking in Drum Manor
Forest Park or marvelling at ‘The Tinnies'in
Strabane, the Sperrins and Tyrone make for
an unforgettable experience for all.



emigration at the museum that brings

ittolife. At the Ulster American Folk
Park, Omagh, you'll experience an
adventure that takes you from the
thatched cottages of Ulster, on board

afull scale emigrant sailing ship, to the

log cabins of the American Frontier.
Meet an array of costumed characters

I Immerse yourselfin the story of Irish

with traditional crafts to show, tales to

telland food to share.

L ]

The North West region is ideal for an outdoors
or activity break. Enjoy the excellent range

of walking and cycling routes throughout the
Sperrins, with exhilarating mountain bike trails
at Blessingbourne Estate and Davagh

Forest Park. Anumber of outdoor

adventure operators such as Todds

Leap, The Adventure Team and Adventure
Tours NI offer a variety of adrenaline-
pumping activities. These range from
paintballing, off-road driving and kayaking
or more unusual options such as husky
trekking (Bessy Bell Husky Trekkers).
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This visitor centre unveils the rich heritage
at the foot of the Sperrin Mountains, and

is located within the designated Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty. Learn about
the area’s culture and traditions through

the centre’s interpretative exhibitions and
guided tours (must be pre-booked). Explore
this wild, unspoilt area on foot or bike. Stay in
one of the An Clachan cottages and discover
the past, with all the comforts of the present.
Full programme of events throughout the year.

This Bronze Age site, discovered during turf
cuttinginthe 1940s, consists of three pairs
of stone circles and associated stone rows,
asingle circle with many stones within,
burial cairns and earlier field boundaries.
The stone rows all face towards the mid-
summer sunrise. One theory explains the
structure as an attempt to restore soil
fertility and thwart weather conditions
which caused the peat bog to swallow up
workable land. While In The Area Visit:
DUn Uladh, animpressive, 4,000-year-old
ring burial cairn.



Located 6 miles from Omagh, the park
provides a stunning gateway to the Sperrin
Mountains and Gortin Lakes. There are three
waymarked nature trails, an enclosed deer
herd, horse trails, mountain bike trails and

a 5 mile designated car trek from which to
enjoy the views of the superb countryside.
Like this? You may also like: Drum Manor
Forest Park outside Cookstown.

An enchanting country residence set within
a 250-acre demesne of ancient woodland

and forestry, which was created in the 17th
century and remained the home of the
Staples family for nearly 400 years. It came
to prominence in 2003, reaching the final of
the BBC Restoration programme. It opened
its doors in Spring 2012 to reveal modern
interactive exhibits and original family
furnishings which take you on a unique
journey through the history of the estate
and the family characters who have shaped
it. Children’s adventure playground, wooded
picnic area, walled garden and secluded
walks all on-site.

This s the last working, water-powered
beetling millin Northern Ireland. Situatedin
Cookstown, its tranquil setting is deceptive.
When the beetling machines are running,
pounding the linen with heavy mallets

to makeit less porous, the millis a hive of
activity. Enjoy hands-on demonstrations
and lovely walks along the Ballinderry River.

This elevated site overlooking Dungannon was
the seat of the Gaelic O'Neills of Ulster, and is
particularly associated with Hugh O’Neill,
Earl of Ulster or ‘The O'Neill’. A charismatic
figurein Irish history, he united the Gaelic
families and led the resistance at the Battle
of Kinsale (1602). He eventually left Ireland
for Rome as part of the Flight of the Earlsin
1607, never to return. The new public park
offers breathtaking views across Ulster and
beyond —itis said that at a time O’Neill owned
allhe could see from the Hill. Itis complemented
by the adjacent Ranfurly House Arts & Visitor
Centre, which interprets the story of O'Neill
and the subsequent Plantation of Ulster.
Also features a theatre, coffee dock, tourist
information centre and shop.

Enjoy this beautiful 17th century ‘Plantation’
home, described as ‘one of the prettiest
housesin Ulster’. You can visit the
interpretive room with a celebrated
collection of costumes dating from the 18th
century to the 1930s and take a tour of the
house to awaken the stories of ten generations
of the Lenox-Conyngham family. Onein
particular links the family to the Titanic
through a letter written on board the White
Star liner four days before it sank. Enjoy the
portraits, furniture and fine arts, complete
with beautiful walled gardens and waymarked
paths throughout the parkland.
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Lakelands

" AnEnchanted Landscape

Fermanagh §

Did you know?

+ TheErne Canoe Trail provides a water
trail of up to 50 kilometres, linking to the
Shannon and covering both Upper and
Lower Lough Erne.

+ Fermanagh’s Lakelands arefamous
for both coarse and game angling—
these diverse watersinclude salmon,
wild brown trout and also the famous
sonaghan, feroxand gillaroo.

» Fermanaghisashoppers’ delight
with many local craft shops, specialist
delicatessens and locally made
Belleek Pottery.
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For a completely different museum
experience, why not visit Sheelin Irish
Lace Museumin Bellanaleck.

Thereare154islands on Lough Erne—
57 on Upper Lough Erneand 97 on
Lower Lough Erne.

Fermanagh’s main town, Enniskillen,
derivesits name fromthe Irish ‘Inis
Ceithleann’ meaning ‘theisland

of Cathleen’.

The family of Andrew Barton Patterson,
famous as the composer of ‘Waltzing
Matilda’, came from Letter, near Kesh.

Portora Royal Schoolin Enniskillen
includes amongits alumnilrish literary =
greats Samuel Beckettand Oscar Wilde.

E(lermanagh1§ known forlts'famous’ ;'5 —
ack bacon, invented by O’'Doherty’s

Fine Meats. They keep their own herd

of pigs living freely on Inishcorkish

Island on Upper Lough Erne, which " -

can be visited by appointment.

In 2012 the town of Enniskillen
celebrated 400 years ofits official
foundation by the Royal Charter
of James1.



The county derives its name
from ‘Firmonach’, ‘the men
of Monach’, a Celtic tribe
that settled around the
shores of the loughsin

the early Christian era.

The twin lakes of Lough Erne, Upper and
Lower, cover one-third of Fermanagh. With
such anabundance of water including lakes,
rivers and canals there are many opportunities
toisland-hop your way through the waves
and currents, or you canjoin a cruise
through the waters of Upper and Lower
Lough Erne takingin the breathtaking
scenery and landscapes.

Local folklore says that a graceful woman
glides across Lower Lough Erne through the
mists of May, clad in flowing garments and
carrying a garland of wild flowers. Her
appearance is an omen of good times ahead
andis celebrated at the Lady of the Lake
Festival each JulyinIrvinestown.

Evidence of the Celts abounds here,
particularly in the enigmatic pagan stone
idols of Boa Island. The two-headed Janus
figure on Boa Island was the inspiration for
Seamus Heaney's poem, ‘January God’, with
the Celts believing that the head was the
seat of the soul and the centre of man'’s

life force.

Take aboat tour across to Devenish Island,
one of themostimportant monastic sites
in Northern Ireland. Founded by Saint
Molaisein the sixth century, itincludes
around tower, bell tower and arefuge
fromthe Viking Raids.

Fermanaghis also home to three National
Trust properties — Castle Coole, Crom Estate
and Florence Court. As one of Ireland’s
greatest neo-classical houses, Castle Coole
is an 18th century mansion with beautifully
landscaped gardens and stunning interiors
including a State Bedroom prepared for
George IV. The grounds are perfect for a
leisurely walk in picturesque surroundings.

Crom Estateis considered to be one of the
National Trust’s most important nature
reserves as the largest surviving area of
woodlandin Northern Ireland. With a
combination of historical ruins, islands and
woodlands it also offers tranquil landscapes
and beautiful surroundings. The Old Castle
Gardenis also home to the ancient Yew Tree,
named among the 50 greatest British trees.

Florence Court is one of our most important
18th century houses, noted for its rococo
plasterwork and a fine collection of Irish
furniture —explore in detail with an
organised tour.

Fought over and captured many times,
Enniskillen Castle dates back to the early
fifteenth century and houses the museum of
the Inniskilling Fusiliers. The Duke of
Wellington acknowledged that this regiment
saved the centre of the line at the Battle of
Waterloo. The town’s Portora Royal School,
founded by James 1in 1608, includes such
literary alumni as Oscar Wilde and Samuel
Beckett.

Don't forget to explore the underground
network of caverns at the Marble Arch Caves
Global Geopark. The longest is 7 kilometres,
sodon't get lost!

Images: (opposite) Canoeing near Belcoo; (clockwise) Lough MacNean, Cruising Lower Lough Erne, Castle Coole.
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+ Enjoyaneducational haircut

Headhunters Barbers Shop, Enniskillenis
alsohometoarailway museum, solearn
someinterestingfactsabout therailway
whileyouarethere.

* Cruise Fermanagh'sislands

Hirea cruiserand explore Fermanagh
atyourown pace. Stop offatoneof
theislandsforalazy lunch. Withan
abundance ofislands to choose from,
youwillbe spoilt for choice.

+ Climb Cuilcagh

At665m, Cuilcaghistheonlytrue
mountainin Fermanagh. Takeinthe
breathtaking views fromthe summit—
anunmissable Geopark experience.

* Getadifferent view of Enniskillen

Takethe Enniskillen Canoe Tourand
discoverthe secrets of this historicisland
townfromaunique perspective.

After Dark:

+ Haveapintinhistoric Blakes of the
Hollow, which celebrated its 125th
anniversaryin 2012.

+ Takeinashowatthe Ardhowen
Theatre, overlooking picturesque
Lough Erne.

+ Enjoyfinediningatoneof Fermanagh’s
many waterside restaurants.

+ Takeanevening cruise with alocal boat
company—dinner can beincluded.

+ Unwind with livemusicsessions ata
range of top venues.

23



1. Florence

Florence Courtis one of the most
beautiful Georgian housesin Ulster,
nestled against the wild mountain
backdrop of Benaughlinandthe
Cuilcagh Mountains. Outside there
arescenicandrestful gardens, aplay
and picnicarea with extensive walks
across the demesne; andinside enjoy
afascinating upstairs-downstairs tour
ofthe houseto uncover the story of
the Cole family and their working Irish
estate. Home-bakingis a speciality
inthetearoomand courtyard areas,
whereasnackor meal can be enjoyed.

T:028 6634 8249
W: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
florencecourt

0 {3

2.Castle Coole

This neo-classical masterpiece, completed
in1798, captures the elegance and opulence
of its era. The mansionis set in a beautiful,
scenic landscaped park, with numerous walks
to enjoy. Visit the huge basement, where an
army of servants once worked, and look out
forthe underground Servants’ Tunnel, created
so that staff and goods could be brought
into the house unseen.

T:02866322690
W: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/castlecoole
. £

Pamper

Relax and pamper yourself at one of
these peaceful, zen-like locations:

- Lough Erne Resort and Thai Spa

- Blaney Spa and Yoga Centre
- The Spa at the Killyhevlin Hotel
- Manor House Country Hotel
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The Crom Estateis one of the mostimportant
nature conservation sites in theseislands.
The beautiful lakeside demesne is home to
ancient woodland, freshwater habitats, rare
butterflies and the largest heronry in Ireland.
You might even spot an elusive pine marten!
The visitor centre houses an exhibition on
the estate’s history and wildlife. Hire a boat
and enjoy viewing Crom from Lough Erne.

T:02867738118
W: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ni
. £

Cook

Fermanaghis truly a foodie's paradise,

and is home to some top cookery schools.
Learn how to create contemporary and
traditional dishes at The Kitchen Academy
and Belle Isle School of Cookery orimmerse
yourselfin green living at Orchard Acre Farm.

TG [iaiiiH

4.Janus Figures and BoaIsland

In Caldragh Cemetery on Boa Island stand
two paganidolsin stone. The larger of these
isaJanus figure, so called because it has two
heads back to back. The other statue, from
nearby Lustymore Island, has only one fully
carved eye suggesting that it represents
Badhbha, or Divine Hag, the Celtic goddess
of war. Open all year. Accessible by car.

T:02866323110

(Fermanagh Tourist Information Centre)
W: www.fermanaghlakelands.com
* FREE

Tour

Tour Fermanagh by land, water and
even air. Join a fascinating walking tour
of Enniskillen, enjoy a tranquil cruise
around Lough Erne’s myriad of islands
by boat or waterbus or get a bird's eye
view of Fermanagh’s watery landscape
onaseaplane tour.




5.Marble Arch Caves
Global Geopark

Identify stalactites from stalagmitesin
Marble Arch Caves, one of Europe’s finest
show caves. Glide along an underground
river on electrically powered boats and

explore winding passages and lofty chambers.

Powerful lighting reveals the beauty and
grandeur of these magnificent caverns. The
Geopark achieved UNESCO status once again
in2012. Closed October - February.

T:028 6634 8855
W: www.marblearchcavesgeopark.com
c £

8. Belleek Pottery

Since 1857, the white pearly lustre of Belleek
porcelain has won the hearts of collectors
the world over. Step into Belleek Pottery and
see one of Northern Ireland’s oldest and
most fascinating attractions. A tour reveals
that the techniques first developed by the
Belleek craftsmen are still meticulously
followed today. Closed Christmas.

T:028 6865 9300
W:www.belleek.ie
e £

Activities and Things to Do

6. Enniskillen Castle Museums

Enniskillen Castle was a stronghold of the
Gaelic Maguire Chieftains, then a Plantation
Castle and later a military barracks.
Fermanagh County Museum features a

lively programme of exhibitions and events
about the county’s heritage. The Inniskilling
Museum has informative new displays about
the history of the regiments.

T:028 66325000
W: www.enniskillencastle.co.uk
s £

9. Devenish Island Monastic Site

The mostimportant of Lough Erne’s many
island church settlements, Devenish, was
founded in the sixth century by Saint Molaise.
Admire the beautifully carved, intricate details
of the churches and climb the round tower.
Devenish Island can be accessed by the

MV Kestrel. Contact Fermanagh Tourist
Information Centre for details of boat tours
to Devenish.

T:02866323110

(Fermanagh Tourist Information Centre)

W: www.discovernorthernireland.com/niea
* FREE (£ - tours)

« Enjoy a picnic and the stunning view point at Lough Navar.

* Get active with outdoor pursuits at the Share Centre, Corralea Activity Centre,
Lough Melvin Holiday Centre and Lusty Beg. Try your hand at a full range of land
and water-based activities including archery, windsurfing and 4x4 off-road driving.

« Explore the historic ruins of Tully Castle and Monea Castle.

FERMANAGH LAKELANDS

7.Castle Archdale Courtyard,
Visitor Centre & Country Park

Situated approximately 10 miles north west
of Enniskillen and extending over 230 acres
along Lower Lough Erne. Based onthe
demesne of the Archdale Manor House,
builtin1773. The Courtyard is complete with
avisitor centre and World War Il museum.

T:028 68621588
W: www.discovernorthernireland.com/niea
* FREE
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Thisis Armagh,
Ecclesiastical Capital of
Ireland and a place of
significance to stimulate
and satisfy the soul.

It may be the smallest of Northern Ireland’s
six counties but it certainly has no shortage
of history, culture and scenic landscapes.
The elegant City of Armagh with its Georgian
houses and featured Mallis best known for
its rich Christian heritage. The city isa main
destination on the Saint Patrick’s Trailand
has been known as the spiritual capital of
Ireland since the Saint founded his great
churchin 445 AD on the hill-top where
presently the Church of Ireland cathedral

is situated.

Stroll through this dignified city, enjoying
the elegant Georgian streets and tree-lined
Mall. Explore the many sites of interest,
including two cathedrals named after our
patron saint—one Catholic, one Church of
Ireland. The city has many sites to be
explored and enjoyed.

Re-live the battle of Barossa, part of the
Napolenic wars at the Royal Fusiliers
Museum. Discover the coinand art
collections on display at No. 5 Vicars’ Hill or
visit nearby Armagh Public Library and see
the many hidden treasures such as an
original copy of ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ and

Sir Walter Raleigh’s ‘History of the World'.
Step backin time at Navan Fort situated to
the west of the city. This Iron Age site was
once home to the high kings of Ulster and an
ancient ceremonial site. Uncover the facts

and findings of Emain Macha and learn
about the mystical and mythical characters
associated with Navan. Explore first-hand
the remaining mounds, ditches and banks
of Emain Macha.

Therest of the county also has much to offer
to visitors of allinterests. The pretty National
Trust properties of Ardress House, the
Argory and Derrymore House are fine
country estates worth exploring.

Armaghis full of surprises. Both city and the
wider rural surroundings enjoy a gentler
pace of life, unmatched Georgian
architecture, the amazing green space of the
Mall, stunning National Trust properties,
surprising sports passed down from
generations and a host of activitiesina
beautiful natural environment. Enjoy
daytime café culture at a number of
restaurantsin the city centre.

The wider areais also hometo arich linen
heritage, historic villages and acres of apple
orchards centred around Loughgall and
befitting its status as the ‘orchard county’.
Each May the county comes alive with colour
and pink flowers in the apple trees and an
annual Apple Blossom Festival celebrates
the start of the season.

This is athought-provoking destination -
from Saint Patrick to the Kings of Ulster,
from studying the heavensinthe
Planetarium to researching your family tree
in Armagh Public Library, Armagh has
always been a place that stimulates and
enthralls. Whether, cathedrals or cultural
events; myths or monuments there are
stories, insights, discovery and enjoyment
forall.

Images: (opposite) Ornate cathedralinterior ; (clockwise) Armagh Public Library, Armagh City skyline, Dining in Armagh.



Observatory

2.Navan Centreand Fort

The centre offers an appreciation of the history
of the area through a stimulating multi-lingual
exhibition, which uncovers thefacts andfindings
of Emain Macha (Navan Fort) while providing
engaging activities for all the family. Visitors
learn about mystical and mythical characters
suchas Cu Chulainnand King Connor. Walk
and talk with heroes of these tales through
living history interpretation. Experience the
remaining mounds, ditches and banks of
Navan Fort. Learn about the massive circular
ritual temple on our walking tours and piece
together myth andreality.

T:028 37529644
W: www.armagh.co.uk
- £
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3. St. Patrick’s Catholic Cathedral

This twin-spired, imposing cathedral,onan
elevated site, was started in 1840, but work
was suspended during the Irish Famine of
1845-48. Work recommenced in 1854 when
JJ McCarthy was appointed architect. It
was dedicated for worship in 1873 but the
magnificent interior decoration was not
completed until early in the 20th century.
The cathedral was finally consecratedin
1904.

T:028 37522802
W: www.archdioceseofarmagh.org
» FREE (generalentry) / £ (quided tours)

1.Armagh
Planetarium
and Observator

Travel tothe International Space Station,
outwards to Marsin our 3D stereoroom
orwhy notdesign, build and launch your
ownrocket? Visitors can useinteractive
displays tolearnabout the cosmos and
watchthelatest space newsinreal time.

T:028 37523689
W:www.armaghplanet.com
. £

4., St. Patrick’s Church of Ireland
Cathedral

Inthe centre of the city, on the Hill of Armagh,
the cathedral stands on the site of St. Patrick’s
first church of 445 AD. Frequently destroyed
and re-built, the cathedral of today is a

19th century restoration of Archbishop
0’Scannell’s building of 1266 — of which

the crypt, now open to visitors, remains.

It contains some important artefacts, and is
the burial place of Brian Boru, the first High
King of Ireland. 2014 will mark 1,000 years
since he was buried in the city.

T:0283752 3142
W: www.stpatricks-cathedral.org
» £ (Donation)



The Argory was built in the 1820s and its
hillside location has wonderful views over
the gardens and 320-acre wooded estate
bordering the River Blackwater. This former
home of the MacGeough-Bond family has a
splendid stable yard with horse carriages,
harness room, acetylene gas plant and
laundry. Take a stroll around the delightful
gardens or for the more energetic, along the
woodland and riverside way-marked trails.
Like this? You might also like: Ardress
House.

Builtin 1772 as the Diocesan Registry to hold
records for the Church of Ireland Diocese, its
octagonal rooms contained many publicas
well as church records. While the records are
no longer retained in the building, some
examples are on display, with ancient coins,
gems, significant prints, early Christian
artefacts and other collections and
curiosities from Armagh Public Library.
Thereis an opportunity to explore the
collections in more detail through the use of
touch screens. Copies of old maps of Armagh
are on display and provide a good overview
of settlement patterns from 1600 onwards.

Armagh County Museumiis Ireland’s oldest
county museum with fine displays and
collections whichreflect the rich and varied
lives of the people who lived, worked and had
connections with this famous city and county
over the centuries.

Situated six miles from Armagh, Gosford Forest
Parkis perfect for families. Enjoy a picnic,
barbecue, feeding the ducks, orlooking at the
variety of poultry and red deer and other
animals. Eco-trail on-site.

Oneoftheoldest librariesin Ireland, Armagh
Public Library was established in 1771 by
Archbishop Robinson. In addition to the
Archbishop’s personal library which contains
17th and 18th century books on a wide range
of subjects, there are many rare and valuable
books such asincunabula, first editions,

and illuminated manuscripts. The library is
also aregistered museum and holds prints,
ancientIrish artefacts, gems, coins, as well
as other objects. The collections are kept
alive and current by acquisitions of items on
the following subjects: local history (Armagh
City and county), church history, St. Patrick,
and Jonathan Swift.
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The outdoor capitalwitharich
cultural history and amillion
storiestotell




Thelandscape lends itself perfectly to
outdoors adventure activity and
appreciation of the environment. The
combination of sea and mountains means
you can choose from full on adventure or a
more laid back approach to the outdoors
and there are many outdoor adventure
centres providing activities from hill walking,
rock climbing and mountain boarding to
mountain biking, bouldering, fishing, golf
and horseriding.

Don a wetsuit and prepare to take on
waterfalls, rock slides and plunge pools at
Bloody Bridge as you enter the world of wet
bouldering or go sea kayaking.

The array of adventures on offer is all under
the gaze of Northern Ireland’s highest
mountain peak, Slieve Donard which rises to
animpressive height of 848 metres.
Discovering the Mourne Mountains by foot is
amust. Dominated by a compact ring of 12
mountains there are walks to suit everyone.

Alternatively you can explore a section of the
Mourne Way Walk, a 26 mile off-road walk

Images: (opposite) The Mourne Mountains; (clockwise) Castlewellan Forest Park, Outdoor Adventure in the Mournes, Silent Valley Reservoir.

traversing the foothill of the Mourne
Mountains from Newcastle. The route

provides a magnificent display of amazing
views of the impressive Mourne landscape
and historic Mourne Wall.

The towns in the Mournes area have their
own stories to tell, the fishing villages of
Kilkeel and Annalong, Banbridge with its
linenindustry legacy, Victorian Rostrevor
and the historic City of Newry. Indeed the
charming seaside town of Newcastle is
home to the famous Royal County Down golf
course, one of the world’s top ten links
courses. Other golf courses can also be
foundin Ardglass, Warrenpoint and Kilkeel.
Along the coast, you can enjoy the wild and
natural dunes of Murlough National Nature
Reserve, a habitat for a diversity of wildlife.
Visit the colourful village of Dundrum, where
asplendid Norman castle overlooks
restaurants offering Dundrum Bay oysters,
the day’s fish catch and venison reared in
the surrounding drumlins.

There are many forest parks in the region,
two of which are Tollymore and Castlewellan.

Inthe upper Mournes are the vast tranquil
reservoirs of Silent Valley and Ben Crom,
which stand as testament to the stone-
working skills of the hardy locals. There are
many walking trails showcasing the
stunning scenery and the 22-mile Mourne
Wall also runs from peak to peak over some
of the highest summits.

It's not all fast paced though, in the evening,
why not unwind the Mourne way with a
steaming seaweed bath, sample some local
food and ‘craic’ or simply watch the sunset
beneath the magnificent mountains that
give the areaits enduring appeal - then you
will be refreshed for another day’s activities
...and all without straying from the
splendour of the Mountains of Mourne.



The author C.S. Lewis loved the Mournes and
reportedly based his depiction of Narniaon the
peaks, valleys and forests of these ancient
granitemountains. The Silent Valley reservoir is
circled by the range and houses beautiful
parkland, lakes and a pond. A shuttle bus
runs from the car park to the older Ben Crom
reservoir during the months of May, June
and September (weekends) and July and
August (daily).
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This Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty offers a
wealth of activities and attractions. Explore therich
cultural heritageand mythology of the areaatthe Ti
Chulainn Centre, Mullaghbawn or enjoy the excellent
walking, cyclingandangling. Sites of interestincludea
number of impressive megalithic tombs, Kilnasaggart
Inscribed Stone (one of Ireland’s earliest Christian
monuments) and nearby Moyry Castle builtin 1601 to
secure the historicmountain pass known as the ‘Gap
ofthe North’. The Slieve Gullion Courtyard, consisting
of renovated farm buildings from 1800, hosts a variety
of events throughout the yearand has a caféand bar
on-site, plus one of Ireland’s best adventure playparks,
suitableforallages. There are walks around the forest
and thisis the starting point to ascend Slieve Gullion,
which has Ireland’s highest surviving passage tomb
onits summit.

=

Experience two world-class mountain bike
trail centresin the Mourne Mountains, with
exhilarating trails to suit all levels of
mountain bikers.

Castlewellan Forest Park will offer gentle green
and blue trails as well as a long distance
singletrack red trail which will include some
hair-raising black options thrown in for good
measure. Those after amore challenging ride
should head to the Rostrevor trails, where
your extra efforts will be rewarded with stunning
panoramic views of Carlingford Lough not to
mention anincredible singletrack descent
back down to sea level. Once completed, the
Rostrevor trails will also include Ireland’s
first purpose-built downhill trails which are
set to host the World Police and Fire Games
in August 2013.

Tollymore Forest Park offers panoramic
views of the nearby Mourne Mountains and
the sea at Newcastle. Four waymarked trails
of varying lengths take visitors on a tour of
the park’s highlights, including one of
Ireland’s oldest known arboreta, ornate
bridges over the Shimna River, and garden
follies including a barn dressed like a church.
Nearby Castlewellan Forest Park has one of
Europe’s most outstanding tree and shrub
collections. Attractions include the walled
Annesley Garden, a 2.5 mile-long lake walk
and the Peace Maze —-the world’s second
largest permanent hedge maze. Kilbroney
Park and the adjacent Rostrevor Forest are
known for their ancient oak woodland and
include a two-mile scenicdrive, a play park
and waymarked walks. Follow the trail up to
the famous Cloughmore Stone, a huge
glacial erratic, and take in the stunning views
across Carlingford Lough.



Royal County Down is located in the naturally
beautiful links setting in the Murlough
Nature Reserve where the links stretch along
the shores of Dundrum Bay. Narrow ribbons
of fairways thread their way through sand
dunes surrounded by heather and gorse—so
beautiful but also punishing! The famous
‘bearded’ bunkers feature overhanging lips
of red fescue and heather. The greens are
fastand many are domed, rejecting any shot
lacking conviction. Golf writer Bernard
Darwin described the course as one of “big
and glorious carries, nestling greens,
entertainingly blind shots, local knowledge
and beautiful turf—the kind of golf that
people play in their most ecstatic dreams.”

A E

The F.E.McWilliam Gallery and Studiois
dedicated to the memory of Banbridge-born
sculptor Frederick Edward McWilliam, one of
Ireland’s mostinfluential and successful
artists. Following his deathin Londonin1992,
the executors of his estate donated the
sculptor’s studio and its contents to the town
of his birth. The gallery and studio houses the
collectionina superb exhibition facility of
gallery, garden and reconstructed studio. It
also provides a café, craft shop and tourist
information point. Regular exhibitions of Irish
andinternational art. Lecture and workshop
programmes also available.

Scarva Visitor Centre s located on the banks
of the Newry Canal adjacent to the original
basin, where vast quantities of coal were
loaded for usein the local linenindustry.
Interpretive boards within the centre help to
explain the building of the canal, its trade
and Scarva's role within this. The highly
acclaimed tea-rooms are located within the
centreand serve as a place to relax aftera
walk or cycle along the canal towpath or
simply to enjoy the tranquillity of the
canal-side setting. During the summer,
Sunday afternoon band concerts take place
making the centre anideal place to spend an
enjoyable afternoon.

The strategicimportance of the south Down
coastlineoverthe centuries canbe seeninthe
impressive fortifications which surviveinthe
area. Overlooking the entrance to Carlingford
Loughis Greencastle Royal Castle, builtinthe
mid13th century as part of the coastal chain
guaranteeing a safe passage between Dublin
andthenorth. Today's buildingisamixof13th
to16th century structures and offers excellent
views of the Mournes and across the lough to
the Cooley Peninsula. Dundrum Castleis sited
highabovethetownand bay of thesamename
andwas a centralfortificationinthe
Anglo-Norman conquest of Ulsterinthe late
12th century. It features a tall circular keep atits
centre,aninnerand outer baileyand theruins
ofthe17th century Blundell House. Access
availableallyear, check website for opening times.

Bagenal's Castleis a 16th century fortified
house and adjoining 19th century
warehouse, housing Newry and Mourne
Museum. During restoration work, many
original features were uncovered, which
have beeninterpreted for the visitor. The
museum’s diverse collections include
material relating to pre-history, Newry’s
Cistercian foundations, Ulster’s Gaelic order,
the building of a merchant town and the first
summit level canal in the British Isles. A key
exhibition, ‘A Border Town's Experience of
the 20th Century’, examines local attitudes
to major political and economic events of
recent times. There are also permanent
exhibitions on farming, fishing and folklore
inthe Mournes and South Armagh and two
temporary exhibitions each year.
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Strangford

Lough

Play, Pause, Rewind

Did you know?

Strangford Loughin County Downisthe
largest sealough within the United
KingdomandIreland and with2,000
speciesof marineand plant life, itis
NorthernIreland'sfirst Marine Nature
Reserve.

Oscar-winningshortfilm, ‘The Shore’was
filmed primarily on locationin Killough.

Thomas Andrews Jr, designer of the Titanic
wasborninComber.

)

Saul Churchwas thefirst Ecclesiastical site
of Patrick’s missiontothe Gael. Saint Patrick
issaidto have blessed nearby Struell Wells,
wherelegend hasithewould spendagreat
partofthenightstandinginthe water
singing psalms and spiritual songs.

Strangford Millennium stonein Delamont
Country Parkis one of thetallest megaliths
inlreland. Built from 47 tonnes of Mourne
granite, it took 1,000 children 3days
toerect.

Affreca, daughter of the King of Mannand
wife of John de Courcy, Anglo-Norman
invader of East Ulster, founded Grey Abbey
in1193.

Louis MacNeice, celebrated author of
thepoem ‘Carrickfergus’is buriedatthe
Church of Irelandin Carrowdore.

i




Designated as an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty,
Strangford Loughiis
Northern Ireland’s first
marine nature reserve and is
the British Isles’ largest sea
inlet, internationally
renowned for its marine,
plant and wildlife.

Tour along the Ards Peninsula and enjoy the
combination of stunning scenery and
picturesque villages and towns. Newtownards,
at the northern tip of the Lough, Portaferry
and Strangford, which is separated by a
short ferry crossing at its southern end are
notable examples. Seafood is the speciality of
theregion and thefishing fleet of Portavogie
keeps many of the local seafood restaurants
well supplied with the very best quality of
turbot, plaice, langoustine and brill,
providing a real taste of the region.

Theareais alsoassociated with two great Scots,
James Hamilton and Hugh Montgomery,
who led the settlement of the Ards and

North Down, laying the foundations for the
Plantation of Ulster by Scottish people
whose descendants came to be known

as the Ulster-Scots.

Activities such as kayaking, fishing and
sailing are popular on the Lough, and for the
more adventurous the sea safari or canoe
trails are areal treat. Activities on land
include walking and cycle trails, golf, bird
watching and horseriding.

There are also many fascinating attractions
to be explored and enjoyed. Experience the
vast marine life at Exploris Aquariumin
Portaferry or spend an afternoon at one of
the two National Trust propertiesin the area,
Mount Stewart House and Gardens or Castle

Ward, which has mountain bike trails inits
grounds. Stately homes and stunning
gardens are prominent in the area, largely
due to the sub-tropical micro-climate
around the Strangford Lough area.
Delamont Country Park offers waymarked
walks, a miniature railway and the
Millennium or Strangford Stone - the largest
megalithin Ireland and Britain - while the
large collection of native and exotic water
birds and wildlife at the tranquil Castle Espie
Wetland Centre offers an amazing outdoor
learning experience.

Steeped in Christian heritage sites, the
Strangford Lough area forms part of the
Saint Patrick’s driving trail - indeed the area
tothe south east of the Lough around
Downpatrick is commonly known as Saint
Patrick’s Country due tois close links with
the saintand is known the world over as the
burial place of Saint Patrick.

Take time out to enjoy the natural events
happeningin the area throughout the year,
from the calm and inspirational colours of
spring, during a walk at one of our wonderful
National Trust properties, to exploring
nature at its finest by early summer when
many of Strangford Lough’s islands will be
crammed with noisy colonies of gulls, terns
and ducks.

The summeris also a great time of year to
explore the wildlife lurking within rock pools,
Search for crabs, starfish and a huge variety
of other sea monsters on the shore of
Kearney village on the Ards Peninsula.

With over 150 attractions waiting to be
discovered, Strangford Lough is waiting
to be explored.

STRANGFORD LOUGH

Experiences

« Stepbackintimeaboardthe
Downpatrick and County Down Railway

Enjoy aride from Downpatrick to Inch
Abbey on this full-size, heritage railway
(various dates throughout the year).
Whileyou'rethere, visit the exhibition
roomand gallery of restored, vintage
carriages.

 TourthestunningArds Peninsula

Be suretoalso experience the craftsthe
localareahas to offer with avisit to Ards
Crafts (Newtownards), Eden Pottery
(Millisle), The Wild Orchid Candle
Company (Portaferry), Discovery Glass
(Comber) andthe Lightning Tree
(Comber).

 Enjoytheviewpointsalongtheloughon
the Portaferry Road

Takein The Flood Gates, The Maltings,
Barrs Bay and The Gas Works.

« TakeonKirkistown and Bishopscourt
racecourses

Motorbike and motor sports enthusiasts
will loveracing these high speed circuits.

« Enjoyaboattriptothe CopelandIslands

Takeashortboat tripto the mainisland
and enjoy a spot of bird watching while
you'rethere.

After Dark:

+ Enjoyaperformance atthe Web
Theatre, Newtownards.

+ Historical walking tours of Comber,
Donaghadee or Newtownards.

Images: (opposite) Strangford Lough; (clockwise) Donaghadee Lighthouse and Pier, Inch Abbey, Castle Espie Wetlands Centre. 35
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1. Exploris &

CastleWward

Explorisis NorthernIreland’s only
aquarium and seal rescue centre, with
hundreds of native fish and invertebrates.
Takethe car over to Castle Ward, an
820-acre walled demesne, with an
intriguing 18th century mansion.
Adventure playground, tea-room, gift
and second hand book-shop, three
cycling trails, selection of walking trails
and ‘Hoof Trail’ horse-riding all on-site.
Like this? Also Visit: Castle Espie,

Ark Open Farm, Castleward Cycle Trail
and Seaforde Butterfly House.

T:028 42728062 (Exploris)

W: www.exploris.org.uk

c £

T:028 44881204 (Castle Ward)
W:www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ni
. £

2.Saint Patrick Centre &
Down County Museum

Thestory ofIreland’s patronsaintis told at the
Saint Patrick Centre. It culminatesinafantastic
IMAX presentation and virtual flight. Gift shop,
caféandterraced garden on-site. Locatedin
the historic buildings of the 18th century Gaol of
Down, Down County Museum has fascinating

exhibitions, lively events and hands-onactivities.

Like this? Also Visit: The Somme Heritage
Centre

T:028 44619000 (Saint Patrick Centre)

W: www.saintpatrickcentre.com

. £

T:028 44615218 (Down County Museum)

W:www.downcountymuseum.com

» FREE / £ (somespecial events /
guidedtours)
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Exploris

Castle Ward

3.Mount Stewart

This 18th century mansion was the home of
Lord Castlereagh, Foreign Secretary during
the Napoleonic Wars. Among its furnishings
are 22 chairs used at the Congress of Vienna.
The gardens are exceptional, where lush,
exotic plant species thrive in a sub-tropical
microclimate. Thereis a flamboyant Italian
garden, a Spanish garden with a summer
house, Celtic shamrock gardenand an
exuberant sunken garden.

T:02842788387
W: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ni
. £

4. Down Cathedraland
Saint Patrick’s Grave

Saint Patrick was buried here around 432 AD.
The Memorial Stone, placed in 1911, marks
the supposed grave of Patrick. The present
building was built in 1183 as a Benedictine
Monastery, it has been restored many times
and became a Church of Ireland/Anglican
Cathedralin 1609. The edifice contains
beautiful stained glass, rare stone carvings
and boxed pews. Pre-book for tours.

T:028 44614922
W: www.downcathedral.org
+ £ (tours)
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5.Castle Espie Wetland Centre

Castle Espie, situated on the shores of
Strangford Lough near Comber, is the Wildfowl
& Wetland Trust's first visitor centrein Ireland
wherevisitors can witness theisland’s largest
collection of ducks, geese and swans. Centre
facilities include unique viewing points from
the Brent hide, waterfowl gardens, woodland
walks, visitor centre, art gallery, shopand
Loughshore cafe. Awinter highlightis the
arrival of many hundreds of migrant birds,
among them virtually the world's entire
population of light-bellied brent geese. Other
attractionsinclude bats, many species of
woodland, hedgerow and song bird,and an
abundance of wild plants. Castle Espie offers a
varied programme of events and activities for
allages throughout theyear.

T:028 9187 4146
W: www.wwt.org.uk/castleespie
« £

8.Scrabo Tower and Country Park

Scrabo Tower is one of Northern Ireland’s
best-known landmarks. Overlooking
Strangford Lough and the whole of North
Down, the Tower provides visitors with some
of the finest views in the country. An
exhibition and audio-visual show provide
information on the history of the building,
Scrabo Hill and surrounding countryside.
The paths through Killynether Wood and the
disused sandstone quarries all offer the
opportunity for quiet countryside
enjoyment.

T:028 91811491
W: www.discovernorthernireland.com/niea
* FREE

6. Delamont Country Park

Situated on the shores of Strangford Loughin
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, this
200 acre country park offers a variety of
attractions. Theseinclude woodland and
countryside walks ranging from one to seven
kilometres, stunning views across the lough
and of the Mourne Mountains, an outdoor
adventure playground, a miniature railway,
caravan and camping site and the Strangford
Stone—thetallestmegalithinIreland. The
park also provides access to the Strangford
Lough Canoe Trail. Afull programme of events
takes place during the summer months.

T:02844828333

W:www.downdc.gov.uk

* £ (parking/ caravanand camping)
FREE (pedestrian access)

1 "'-‘;'-_.-.L_l

9.Nendrum Monastery

Nendrum Monastery was founded with the
blessing of St. Patrick and was at its primein
theyear1000. It is a magic spot, a beautiful
island accessible by bridges with dry stone
walls, heavenly views and a guide and site
display. The remains of thisimportant
pre-Norman monastery include three
concentric enclosures (stone walls). Check
website for visitor centre opening hours.
Like this? Also Visit: Grey Abbey, Inch Abbey,
Raholp Church and Dundrum Castle.

T:028 9054 3037
W: www.discovernorthernireland.com/niea
* FREE

STRANGFORD LOUGH

7.Strangford Lough
Top Tours and Trails

Thereis somethingin the area for everyone —
why not tour Strangford Lough with a unique
sea safari, canoe trail, or an aerial tour

from the skies. For those who like a slower
pace, you can also enjoy sailing, cruising,
walking, cycling or horse-riding. For more
information please visit.

W:www.discovernorthernireland.com/touring
o £

Tell me
more

Please contact all attractions
directly to confirm opening
times and prices.

www.discovernorthernireland.com

www.ards-council.gov.uk
www.canoeni.com
www.cycleni.com
www.downartscentre.com
www.downdc.gov.uk
www.downrail.co.uk
www.visitstrangfordlough.co.uk
www.walkni.com
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Lough Neagh captivates visitors with its
tranquil atmosphere, un-spoilt scenery,
secluded bays and skyward views. A haven
for wildlife and home to a wealth of flora and
fauna, the lough also has a rich Christian
heritage, with the remnants of three round
towers and one of the finest high crosses in
the whole of Ireland, Ardboe Cross. Local
legend has it that the cross was built with
the help of a ‘magic cow’ (the Gaelic Ard bo
meaning ‘height of the cow’) which stepped
out of the lough and provided workmen with
lashings of cream, milk and butter whilst
constructingit.

There are a number of canals linked to the
loughincluding the Lagan Canal, the Ulster
Canal, the Newry Canal and Coalisland Canal.
There are heritage and ecological sites of
interest both onits shores and onislands
within the Lough. The surrounds of the lough
can beinvestigated by foot, car or bicycle whilst
theloughitselfis navigable by following the
Lough Neagh canoe trail, and various forms
of boats ranging from yachts and barges to
cruisers. There are a number of stations on
the shoreline at various points around the
79 mile perimeter, bases for jetties,
marinas, and water-based activities.

Therichness of the wildflower meadows,
woodlands, shoreline and open water means
that thereis always something special to
see. The lough has two major islands;
Ram’s and Coney Island, both of which have
significant historicinterest. Visitors can
explore Lough Neagh onaday tripon

The Maid of Antrim or the Islands of Lough
Neagh on the Coney Explorer or the Island
Warrior. Lough Neaghis also growingas a
major boating and sailing destination and
has four main marinas at Kinnego,
Ballyronan, The Battery and Sandy Bay.

Whether it is the mythical story of Finn McCool
or the more scientific explanation that you
chooseto believe about Lough Neagh's history,
thelargest natural resourcein NorthernIreland
isundoubtedly an ‘eco-treasure’. Thereis so
much to see and do from history and heritage,
visitor attractions to land and water based
activities including a cycle trail, the Peatlands
Park and the Lough Neagh Discovery Centre
& Oxford Island Nature Reserve.

The Lough Shore Cycling Trail is well known
to bothracing and leisure cyclists. A unique
cycleway, not only because of its location,
but becauseit uses quiet country lanes and
consists of mainly flat terrain. As well as
providing breathtaking views the trail also
incorporates over 25 major sites of interest
including marinas, nature reserves, parks
and sites of archaeological interest.

Indulgeina shopper’s delight by viewing
the Potters at work at Ballydougan Pottery
and why not browse the gift shop, once an
18th century house and select the perfect
piece to take home. Or enjoy the best of high
street fashion and retail at Junction One
Outlet, Antrim.

Lough Neagh's best kept secrets are just
paradise waiting to be explored.

Images: (opposite) Oxford Island; (clockwise) Cycling in Lough Neagh, Shores of Lough Neagh, Rams Island. 39



Nature lovers can wander four miles of
footpaths through woodland and
wildflower meadows or observe birds
from watching hides at this nature
reserve. At the Lough Neagh Discovery
Centre, see panoramic views across the
lough and visit the café and gift shop.
The centre also runs a programme of
conservation and environmental events
and exhibitions. The adjacent Kinnego
Marinais the largest on Lough Neagh
and offers seasonal boat trips on the
Master McGra'. Like this? Also Visit:
World of Owls at Randalstown Forest.

Asplendidly restored fortified house and
bawn (defensive wall), built around 1619 on
lands rented from the Vintners’ Company
of London. What you see today is a mix of
building styles from different periods, with
the main house lived in until 1987. Resources
onsite include a film made for the bawn and
exhibitions on local and natural history. The
library is a must for fans of celebrated local
poet Seamus Heaney, with items including
manuscripts, his schoolbag and duffle coat.
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Ashort stroll around the Bog Garden will
give you a chance to see almost all of the
flora and fauna associated with this precious
peatland habitat. You may see anything
from butterflies, damselflies and woodland
and wetland birds to badgers, hares and
lizards. Within the park are two National
Nature Reserves, designated in 1980 for
their unique flora and fauna species, many
of which are found nowhere else in Northern
Ireland. Thereis a narrow gauge railway
on-site and they host the annual Bog
Snorkelling Championships each July.

Antrim Castle Gardens and Clotworthy
House offer a beautiful location close to
Antrim town centre for a stroll, a coffee or
the opportunity to experience a variety of
exhibitions. The gardens are a complex living
museum containing over four centuries of
culture and heritage alongside remnants

of the Massereene family dynasty. The
original location of Antrim Castle has now
been integrated within the wider garden
landscape in a contemporary and innovative
way. While you are there uncover the
legends of the Wolf Hound and the White
Lady.



Situated on the north eastern shore of Lough
Neagh, the Lough Shore Park at Antrimis a
magnet for those seeking relaxation by the
water's edge. The attractive surroundings
make it the ideal spot to spend a few hours
enjoying a picnic, feeding the swans or
walking along the many pathways. The park
hosts arange of events during the year,
including band concerts and children’s
entertainment every Sunday afternoon from
Juneto September (weather permitting), a
popularlongboatracein June, and the
Teddy Bears Picnicin August. The Lough
Shore Coffee House, offering arange of hot
and cold snacks, is also open all year round.

It was here that the maternal ancestors of
Ulysses Simpson Grant, General and 18th
President of the United States raised their
families. Today the homestead and farm
have been restored to the style and
appearance of the mid 19th century small
holding. Grant’s great-grandfather, John
Simpson, was born here in 1738. Explore the
cottage of the Simpson family with close ties
to Ulysses Simpson Grant, the Commander
of the victorious Union troops in the
American Civil War. U.S. Grant served two
terms as U.S. President and visited his
homeland. Cottage and grounds open all
year round for tours. Picnicand BBQ area,
children’s play area, toilets, bike rental,
butterfly garden, wildlife pond and wildlife
garden.

Ardboe High Cross, which dates from the tenth
century, stands on the site of a sixth century
monastery established by St. Colman. Itis one
of thefinest of the Ulster figure-carved
crosses, despite damage and weathering, with
an exceptionally full scheme of biblical carving.
Itstands at18.5feet highand 3.5 feet wide.
Therearealsoremains of anabbeyanda
church. The abbey was founded by St. Colman
in590 and the churchis believed to have been
builtinthel6th century.

The Lough Neagh areais ideal for an outdoors
activity break with options including walking,
cycling, canoeing, horseriding and
birdwatching. Dedicated centres include
The Jungle NI which offers activities like
zorbing and tree top adventure, Superdrive
Motorsports Centre, Foymore Lodge Country
Sports, Craigavon Watersports Centre and
Craigavon Golf and Ski Centre—home to
NorthernIreland’s only outdoor, artificial
skislope.

Situated on Lough Neagh beside the Oxford
Island National Nature Reserve, Kinnego
Marinais the largest marina on the Lough. It
boasts arange of associated amenities on
siteincluding skippered boat services,
quality instruction in sailing and
powerboating. The site offers 190 fully
sheltered berths with deep and shallow
water access for vessels drawing less than
1.55metres. Assistance is provided for
launching boats, stepping masts and other
related services. Secured summer and
winter storage is provided for 60 boats
within the boat park on-site. Boat trips,
walks and café all available on-site.

Like this? Also visit: Ballyronan Marina

or Portglenone Marina.
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NorthernIrelandisn’t just awash

with picturesque panoramas, exciting
happenings and delectable places to

eat —there are endless wonderful places
to sleep over too.

Whether you love the seaside, cityscapes
or rural countryside, there’s a place to stay
that will suit you.

Countless venues, lodgings, rooms and
crash-pads.

With spectacular views, charming owners
and areal sense of Northern Irish hospitality.

Therangeis varied from bunkhouses and
campus accommodation to hotels, bed and
breakfasts and self-catering. We have
included a few types to get you started.




For pampering or passing through, splurging
orsaving, NorthernIreland has a hotel to suit
your perfect holiday. Pickand choose from
cool city escapes, coastal hideaways and
country retreats—budget-friendly and
budget-blowers. Visit chic venues with
luxurious spas, boutique settings with
world-famous cocktail lists or cool creations

with great cuisineand things-to-do. Enjoy
fantasticviews, the buzz of local cafés and
pubs, shopping hotspots, wonderful
restaurants and plenty of craic.

Depending onyourtype of NorthernIreland

holiday, peruse our wonderful hotel offerings
—the family-run, majorinternationalnames

orunique one-off destinations.

Ifyou're planningabreakin Northern Ireland
and you really want to experience local life, opt
for self-cateringaccommodation. Our range of
properties will tick every box, whatever you love
—pretty petite places forromance, big happy
places for family gatherings and everything
in-between. Some venues even offer catering
services, soyou canreally unwind. Picka
modern house, a converted barn, cottage or
countryside estateand live likealocal. Shop
forfood and gifts, drinkin the neighbourhood
pubs andenjoy allthe gems close-by. There’s
no better way to explore or appreciate our very
friendly, very compact part of the world.



The beauty of our B&Bs, Guesthouses and
Guest Accommodationisintheservice. ¢
Afriendly and relaxed ‘home fromhome’,
that’s snugand personal. Homespun touches
make them a wonderful stayover choice—

like pots of tea, home-made wheaten bread
onarrival, lovely local produce and an owner
with unbeatable localknowledge. Properties
may showcase local arts and crafts, celebrate
our literary giants, orincludeall the latest
technological facilities —welcoming extras
and attention to detail which make for
acomplete getaway experience.

L oy S

Campus accommodationis provided by
educational establishments for their students 1 Jp—
andis madeavailable toindividuals, families

or groups at certain times of the year, typically

Easter, Summer and Christmas holidays.

Accommodation may be comprised of

dormitories, serviced by separate

bathrooms or en-suitefacilities. il
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Up here, hostels offer somuch morethana
comfy, clean bed for the night. Foundin our
cities, towns, coastlines and rural hotspots,
local hostels are a wonderful way of meeting
great peopleand experiencing NorthernIrish
hospitality. They're great touring bases with

dormsand communal areas to swap stories
with fellowtravellers.

InNorthernIreland, hostels are oftenthe
quirkiestand most spirited places tostay.
Some of the best arein the most uniqueold
buildings—forgotten dairy farms, yesteryear
manor houses or Victorian buildings. One has
agiantadventure site outside. Dorms certainly
aren’talways thenorm.

\
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Ifyou preferto toura place at your own pace, you'lllove
acamping or caravanning getaway in Northern Ireland.
This part of the world is brimming with glorious places
topitchatent, put your caravan or renta pocket-sized
placeto snooze. Pretty camping sites are dotted all over
the place, withawhole range of facilities and activities
onoffer. Thereare alsoa number of Aire de Service
points/motorhome service points on offer.

Choose adestination to match your dream holiday.
Aspot at the foot of the majestic Mourne Mountains or
close by the grassy Sperrins, somewhere picturesque
amidst thelovely Fermanagh Lakelands or along the
beloved Causeway Coastal Route. From cycling, to
sandcastle building, jewellery making to sky-diving,
you'llnever be stuck for something fantastic to
donearby.

Learnmore...

Caravanningand camping sites are notinspected or
classified by the Northern Ireland Tourist Board.
www.discovernorthernireland.com/camping

Provides information onall sitesin Northern Ireland
which are part of the UK Caravan and Camping Park
Star Quality Grading Scheme, plus all other local
council licensed sites.
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2013 Events Highlights

2013is yet another exciting year for Northern Ireland with the World Police and Fire Games, the G8 Summit of world leaders
and Derry~Londonderry being named thefirst ever UK City of Culture and a host of other fantastic annual events and festivals.

FEBRUARY

8 February —28 April
Andy Warhol at the MAC, Belfast

Discover the first significant exhibition of
work in Northern Ireland of this artist who,
over the course of a 30-year-long career,
transformed contemporary art.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9023 5053
www.themaclive.com

MARCH

Easter family events take place in various
locations. These include Traditional
Easter Fun at Lough Neagh Discovery
Centre, activities at National Trust
properties such as Castle Coole and
Florence Court and the colourful Easter
Monday Parade in Bangor.

APRIL

11— 21 April
13th Belfast Film Festival, Belfast

The 13th annual festival showcasing the
newest and best inlocal and international
talentincluding: short films, a documentary
competition, classic retrospectives, industry
masterclasses, workshops and special events
attracting some of the biggest names in
European and international cinema.

Tel: +44 (0) 2890325913
www.belfastfilmfestival.org

27—28 April
The Good Life Festival, Oxford Island
Nature Reserve, Lurgan

Situated in a beautiful location, this two day
festival will be a colourful and interactive
spectacle for all the family. Visitors will learn
about self sufficiency, with exhibitors and
demonstrators from green energy sources
and bush crafts, alternative tasters, to
traditional craft skill demonstrations. The
event will also include musical and theatrical
performances and hands-on activities for
the children.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 38311680
www.discovercraigavon.com

MAY

May Day and May Festivals

Some great May Day and May events take
placeinvarious locations across Northern
Ireland, with attractions for all the family.
These include Merry May Day in Holywood
and Ballyclare May Fair.

1May-3June
Lough Lively, Ards Borough

A celebration of everything thatis unique to
Strangford Lough and the Ards Peninsula,
featuring music, exhibitions, children’s
entertainment, watersports, great food and
much more.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9182 6846
(Newtownards Tourist Information Centre)
www.loughlively.info

2-6May
Festival of Fools, Belfast

The streets of Belfast City centre will once
again be transformed for five days in May by
the sound of laughter and the sight of

acrobatics, music and comedy as the Festival

of Fools celebrates 10 years of co-ordinated
comedic chaos.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9023 6007
www.foolsfestival.com

Event details may change. Please check with organisers in advance.

MAJOREVENTS AND FESTIVALS

2-12May

The14th Cathedral Quarter Arts
Festival, Belfast

This vibrant annual festival brings the oldest
part of Belfast alive each May with a packed
programme of high quality music, theatre,
literature, comedy and visual arts. In 2013
enjoy acts including Adam Ant, Dexys, Will
Self and Richard Herring.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9024 6609 (Belfast Welcome Centre)
www.cgaf.com

11 May

Mayor’s Carnival Parade, Family Fun Day
& City of Lisburn Pipe Band Championship,
Lisburn

Lisburn’s biggest street party is back. Watch
the parade leave Lagan Valley Island at
approximately 1pm and work its way around
the city centre before passing through
Wallace Park where the family fun day and
the City of Lisburn Pipe Band Championship
are being held.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9250 9512
www.islandartscentre.com

12-18 May

Vauxhall International 2013 North West
200, North Coast

The annual International North West 200
each May is one of the world’s top three
motorcycle road races ranked alongside the
Isle of Man TT and Macau Grand Prix. This
adrenaline-packed event, now inits 84th
year, follows the famous triangle circuit
between the towns of Portrush, Portstewart
and Coleraine.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 7035 5800
www.vauxhallnorthwest200.co.uk

17-19 May
Airtricity Garden Festival, Hillsborough

Northern Ireland’s premier gardening event,
the Airtricity Garden Festival takes placein
the magnificent gardens of Hillsborough
Castle. Show gardens, plants galore,
demonstrations and expert gardening
advice, local crafts and food stalls, cream
teas or champagne andjazz, as well as
children’s gardening fun, there’s learning
and a lot of fun for every age group at this
very unique event.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 97561993
www.gardenshowireland.com

47



Agricultural

Various agricultural events take place
throughout the year, with attractions for
allthe family. These include the Balmoral
Show, Ireland’s largest agricultural show
and one of the most popular eventsin the
local calendar (Balmoral Park, Lisburn,
May). Others include Ballymena
Agricultural Show (May), Castlewellan
Agricultural Show (July), Omagh
Agricultural Show (July), Antrim Show
(Antrim Town, July) and Country Comes
to Town (Portadown, September).

23-27May

Annual International Guinness Blues
onthe Bay, Warrenpoint

Five days of blues and workshops over a bank

holiday weekend, in the beautiful setting of
Carlingford Lough.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 41752256
www.bluesonthebay.com

24May-2June

Rathlin Sound Maritime Festival,
Ballycastle/RathlinIsland

Celebrating a passion for the sea, local
culture, heritage and history, this exciting
festivalincludes activities and events on sea
and land. Includes historic and modern craft,
demonstrations, exhibitions, guided walks,
seafood-themed markets and menus, music
and entertainment. Events will focus on
Ballycastle for the opening weekend and
Rathlin for the closing weekend.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 2076 2024
(Ballycastle Tourist Information Centre)
www.heartofthecausewaycoastandglens.com

25-26 May

Northern Ireland Countryside Festival,
Moira

The Northern Ireland Countryside Festival is
atwo-day event staged annually at Moira
Demesne. This year it will again host the
National Countrysports Fair and the Finn
McCool Strongman Festival with a new event,
the Back to our Roots Festival, for 2013. This
family eventis Northern Ireland’s biggest
countryside weekend.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 44832775
www.nicountryside.com
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25-26 May
Portrush Raft Race, Portrush

Huge fun for the Bank Holiday weekend in
Portrush, with 80 home-made rafts and lots
of entertainment on the quayside. A day
packed full of family adventure and the
chance to satisfy your competitive hunger.

Like this: You might also like: Dragon Boat
Race (Antrim, June).

www.portrushraftrace.co.uk

25-27 May

2nd International Bread Festival at
Castle Ward, Strangford

The International Bread Festivalis back with
another fantastic line-up of artisan bakers.
Come and test the best of bread from Ireland,
the UK, America, Asia and Europe.
Demonstrations, talks and brilliant music will
ensure visitors of all ages enjoy the best that
Northern Ireland has to offer and sample our
superb culture of musical and culinary
inspiration.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 44612233

(Downpatrick Tourist Information Centre)
www.downdc.gov.uk

25-27 May

Belfast Titanic Maritime Festival 2013,
Belfast

Celebrate the city’s unique maritime heritage
with this three-day event featuring an
abundance of activity for all ages. The
quaysides will be filled with Titanic tours and
talks, alongside live music, street theatre,
arts, crafts and displays. Come along and
experience first-hand the rich maritime
heritage on your doorstep.

Like this? You might also like: Carrickfergus
Maritime Festival (August).

Tel: +44 (0) 289024 6609 (Belfast Welcome Centre)
www.belfastcity.gov.uk/events

31May-2June
Larne Alive, Larne

This popular festival returns with music and
town centre entertainment for all the family.
Tel: +44 (0) 28 2826 0088

(Larne Tourist Information Centre)
www.larne.gov.uk

JUNE

1June-31August

Magherafelt Straw Man Festival,
Magherafelt

Cultural straw characters will be created to
describe and explain the history and heritage
of our communities. These characters will
lead a carnival parade on Saturday 1st June
and will continue to tour the district as part
of various events and activities.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 79631510
(Magherafelt Tourist Information Centre)

6 June-6July
2013 Belfast Photo Festival, Belfast

Aninternational biennial festival celebrating
some of the finest national and international
contemporary photography. This major
photographic event caters for enthusiasts,
students and professionals, consisting of
exhibitions, talks, tours, workshops,
masterclasses, screenings and much more.

www.belfastphotofestival.com

9/10 June
Columba Canticles — Four Centuries
of Song, Londonderry/Belfast

Columba Canticles weaves a dazzling tapestry
of musicand verse celebrating 400 years of
Derry’srichly joyous, yet turbulent history.

It features the choirs of the Universities of
Ulster and Aberdeen combined with the
London Southbank Sinfonia.

9June, St Columb’s Cathedral,
Londonderry

10 June, Parliament Buildings,
Stormont, Belfast

www.stcolumbscathedral.org/canticles.html

22 June
Buskfest, Banbridge

The Banbridge Buskfestis nowinits 10th year,
attracting buskers and street entertainers
from across the globe and is a family fun day
not to be missed.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 4062 3322
(Banbridge Tourist Information Centre)
www.buskfest.com

r

Cycling

NorthernIreland s ideal for cycling
enthusiasts and boasts a number of
exciting competitive and challenge
events during the year. These include
Celtic Chrono (Belfast, May), Lap the
Lough, around the shores of Lough Neagh
(August), and the Giant’s Causeway Coast
Sportive (September).




28—-30June

Mourne International Walking Festival,
Warrenpoint

Walks to suit all levels of ability and fitness in
the stunning setting of the Mourne Mountains,
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Enjoy the sounds of traditional musicin the
evenings, and the ever popular ‘Blister Ball'.
Pre-booking is advised.

Like this? You might also like: Walk the
Glens Festival (Cushendall, June).

Tel: +44 (0) 28 44610800
www.mournewalking.co.uk

28 June—6July
Belfast Pride, Various Venues, Belfast

Pride Week is designed to celebrate diverse
sexual and gender identities, histories,
cultures, politics, families and lives.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9089 0207
www.belfastpride.com

29-30 June

Irish Game Fair & Flavour Fine Food
Festival, Shane’s Castle, Antrim

The fair has combined with the Ballywalter
Fair to create potentially the largest Irish
game and country fair with an enhanced
range of countryside activities and
attractions for all those who live, work or play
intheIrish countryside.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 44839167 / 4461 5416
www.irishgamefair.com

29-30June
Bangor 400 Seashore Festival, Bangor

Spectacular weekend entertainment for all
the family in Bangor Town centre celebrating
Bangor’s 400 years. Highlights include a visit
from HMS Bangor, Town Centre Karting,
Veteran's Parade, Historical Re-enactments
and much more.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9127 0069
(Bangor Tourist Information Centre)
www.northdowntourism.com

JULY

Fourth of July Celebrations

Various events take placein July to celebrate
local links with America and Independence
Day. These include the American
Independence Celebrations at the Ulster
American Folk Park, Gray’s Printing Press
Independence Celebrations in Strabane and
Groomsport Musicand Fireworks.

13-20 July
Dalriada Festival, Glenarm

Attracting in excess of 20,000 visitors this
festival has something for everyone from
Highland Games, fine foods, celebrity chef
demonstrations, arts and crafts, live music
and children’s entertainment to large
outdoor concerts.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 2884 1203
www.dalriadafestival.co.uk

12 July

Twelfth of July Festivities and
Parades, Various Locations,
Northern Ireland

Members of the Orange Order gather to
march and celebrate their culture and
heritage. Full event details available
from local Tourist Information Centres
(Page55).

Tel: +44 (0) 28 90701122
www.grandorangelodge.co.uk

19-20July

Glasgowbury Music Festival 2013,
Draperstown

NorthernIreland’s best music festival (NIMA
Awards 2011) returns toits Eagle’s Rock home
in Draperstown armed with an extra day’s
entertainment. The two-day event will see
the bestin new, emerging and established
home-grown talent from throughout Ireland
combined for one small but massive
celebration.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 79628428
www.glasgowbury.com

20-21July

Sperrins Hillwalking Festival, Various
Locations, Sperrins Area

This year the Sperrins Hillwalking Festival
joins forces with the Glenelly ‘Rockin By The
River Festival’ to provide a fuller, cultural and
fun walking experience for those wishing to
discover the Sperrins. Like this? You might

also like Sperrintrek (Cookstown, September).

Tel: +44 (0) 28 7138 2204
www.strabanedc.com

20-21July

Flavours of the Foyle Seafood Festival
2013, Londonderry

All'the ‘Flavours of the Foyle’ will be on offer
during a free two-day seafood festival as part
of the Battle of the Atlantic Celebrations. Live
cookery demonstrations and food stalls
hosted by local chefs and restaurants.

T:+44(0) 287126 7284
(Derry Visitor & Convention Bureau)
www.derryvisitor.com

Event details may change. Please check with organisers in advance.

MAJOREVENTS AND FESTIVALS

20-29July

Ulster Fleadh 2013, Dromore, County
Tyrone

The Ulster Fleadh is the provincial festival for
Irish traditional music, song, dance and
language. Running for nine days, the fleadh
provides a platform and a meeting place for
over 2,000 musicians and up to 25,000
visitors, who carry on the great tradition of
playing and cherishing our music, song and
dance. The fleadh is a wonderful family-
oriented, welcoming and vibrant festival that
welcomes everyone to enjoy the musicand
creativity on show.

Like this? You might also like: Tyrone
County Fleadh (Castlederg, June).

Tel: +44 (0) 28 8224 2777
www.ulsterfleadh.com

21-28 July

Fiddler's Green International Music
Festival, Rostrevor

The bestin Irish and international music, arts
and culture. The festival caters for music fans,
families and anyone looking to enjoy the
scenery and friendly atmosphere.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 4173 9819
www.fiddlersgreenfestival.com

22-27 July

The UK City of Culture Hughes Insurance
Foyle Cup Soccer Tournament, North
West

Taking placein Derry, Strabane and
Limavady, the event will attract 200 teams.
Teams from across Ireland will compete,
alongside entries from Canada, America and
Europe. There will be club entries from Celtic
FC, Norwich City FC, Aberdeen FC,
Nottingham Forest FC, Hearts FC, Hibernians
FCand Hull City to name but a few.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 71259734
www.foylecup.com

26—27 July
Armoy Road Races, Armoy

Enjoy some of the world’s very best
motorcycle racing at the 5th Armoy ‘Race of
Legends’.

Tel: +44 (0) 7734 776 694

www.amrrc.com

28 July

International Bog Day and NI Bog
Snorkelling Championships,
Peatlands Park, Dungannon

A family fun day with the chance to try this
unique sport which involves competitors
completing two consecutive lengths of a
60yard (55m) bog drain, in the shortest
time possible. Booking is advisable
(forms available May 2013).

Tel: +44 (0) 28 38851102
www.discovernorthernireland.com/niea
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28 July—2August

Northern Ireland Milk Cup, Coleraine,
Ballymena, Ballymoney and Limavady
council areas

Watch the stars of the future in this world
famous youth football tournament which has
attracted teams fromall corners of the globe,
such as Manchester United, Liverpool,
Tottenham Hotspur, Bayern Munich and the
Brazil National team. Players have included
David Beckham, Wayne Rooney, Paul Scholes,
Ryan Giggs, David Healey, Kyle Lafferty,
Lucas Leiva, Thomas Mueller, Edgar Bareto
and Michael O'Neill.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9181 3067
www.nimilkcup.org

AUGUST

1-11August
August Féile 2013, Belfast

This ten day festival presents a wide range of
arts and cultural activities over the first week
in August, including music concerts, comedy,
exhibitions, discussions and debates, youth
events, literary events, drama, family,
outdoor and community events, street
performances, carnival parade, international
food fayre, sports, tours and walks.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 90313440
www.feilebelfast.com

1-10 August

World Police and Fire Games 2013,
Various Locations

Let the games begin! Belfast will host the
World Police and Fire Games, the largest
international multi-sports eventin the
world after the Olympics and the World
Masters Athletics Championships. 10,000
competitors from over 70 countries will
compete across 57 sports bringing a
further 15,000 supporters to our shores.
Thisis a huge highlightin Northern
Ireland’s 2013 sporting calendar—come
and see what itis all about! Anumber of
special events will take place across
NorthernIreland.

www.2013wpfg.com
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1-31August

August Craft Month, Various
Locations, Northern Ireland

An annual celebration of craft, featuring
events and activities that showcase the
work of craft makers in Northern Ireland
and from across the UK, Ireland and
Europe. Individual events include Festival
of the Peninsula, celebrating the work of
visual artists and craftspeople in the Ards
Peninsula, and a month-long exhibitionin
Armagh City showcasing local craft makers.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 90323059
www.craftni.org

2-3August

Mid Antrim 150 Motorcycle Road Race,
Clough, Ballymena

The Mid Antrim 150 s inits 67th year,and in
that time has seen many local and
international riders grace the 3.539 mile
track. Events for all the family are run from
Monday to Thursday, with the racing taking
place on Friday and Saturday.

www.midantrim150.com

3-10August
Maiden City Festival, Londonderry

The Maiden City Festival presents a packed
programme of diverse performance in music,
dance and drama within and around the
historic Walls of Londonderry. See the
website, Facebook and Twitter for
programme information updates, including
festival events throughout 2013 UK City of
Cultureyear.

Tel: +44 (0) 7786 072511
www.maidencityfestival.com

3-11August
Heart of the Glens Festival, Cushendall

Enjoy a packed programme of eventsin
picturesque Cushendall. Highlightsinclude a
parade, storytelling, craft fair, vintage fun day,
food festival, a challenging mountain run and
Ireland’s longest Waves of Tory dance.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 21771378
www.glensfestival.com

8—-11August
7 Hills Blues Festival, Armagh City

Aweekend of blues as some of the finest
blues bands on the circuit take to the
atmospheric streets of Armagh. Fringe
events add an artistic and family-oriented
buzz to the festival. A weekend not to be
missed.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 37521800
(Armagh Tourist Information Centre)
www.armagh.co.uk

10 August
Festival of Flight, Newcastle

Newcastle's Festival of Flight is one of the
major highlightsin NorthernIreland’s events
calendar attracting tens of thousands of
visitors. The town comes alive with aerobatic
displays, vintage vehicles, demonstrations,
live music, street entertainment and so much
more. This fantastic celebration of flightis a
definite date for your diary.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 4372 2222
(Newcastle Tourist Information Centre)
www.downdc.gov.uk

10 August
Orchard Motorsport Rally, Lurgan

Amotorsports spectacular —this prestigious
event set in the splendour of Lurgan Park,
attracts up to 10,000 spectactors each year
and features top teams and drivers from
across the UK, ROl and Europe. Thisis a great
day out for motor enthusiasts and families
alike and promises to deliver pulsating,
adventure-junkie adrenaline at its best!

Tel: +44 (0) 7703219742
www.namcc.com

Literary

With Northern Ireland’s rich literary
tradition, itis no surprise that we host
some excellent literary festivals and
summer schools. These include the John
Hewitt International Summer School
(Armagh City, July), William Carleton
Summer School (Clogher, August),
Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend (Omagh,
September) and Flann O'Brien Literary
Festival (Strabane, October).




11-17 August

The International Ulster Grand Prix,
The World's Fastest Road Race, Dundrod

The World's Fastest Road Race, the
International Ulster Grand Prix s just ten
minutes from Belfast at the world famous
circuit at Dundrod, County Antrim. Some
50,000 fans together with the world’s top
riders will be in attendance.

Tel: +44 (0) 7710864 594 / (0) 7850 518 533
www.ulstergrandprix.net

15-28 August
Belsonic, Custom House Square, Belfast

International and local artists perform open
air concertsin the heart of Belfast as part of
this two-week event. Previous headliners
include The Flaming Lips, Biffy Clyro, David
Guetta, Florence and the Machine, Paul
Weller, Sir Tom Jones, Paramore and 30
Seconds to Mars.

Tel: +44 (0) 2890327007
www.belsonic.com

18 August
Walled Towns Day, Carrickfergus

As one of only two walled towns in Northern
Ireland, why not come to Carrickfergus and
celebrate international Walled Towns Day.
The unique history of the walls will be
brought to life with walking tours and living
history re-enactments with charactersin
period costume. Imagine coming face to face
with the likes of John de Courcy, Robert the
Bruce, Sir Francis Drake and even Sir Arthur
Chichester!

Tel. +44 (0) 28 93358049
(Carrickfergus Tourist Information Centre)
www.carrickfergus.org

22-26 August

Happy Days Enniskillen International
Beckett Festival, Enniskillen

Inspired by Nobel Prize writer Samuel
Beckett, Happy Days is an international
festival of theatre, music, literature, circus/
mime, art, rock, comedy and street-arts.
HeldinIreland’s only island town with over
100 performances in churches, halls, castles
and theatres.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 6632 3110
(Fermanagh Tourist Information Centre)
www.happy-days-enniskillen.com

23 August

The Lough Neagh Festival of Lights,
Ballyronan Marina

The Lough Neagh Festival of Lights has become
an annual event, growing bigger and better
eachyear. The spectacularillumination-themed
eventis expected to draw large crowds of
people from all over. Includes animpressive
line up of activities in the evening.

Tel: +44 (0) 2879418399

Marathon/Sporting

Various marathons and other major
sporting events take place throughout
theyear. Theseinclude the Belfast City
Marathon (May), Newry City Marathon
and Mourne Way Marathon (both June),
Crooked Lake Triathlon (Camlough, June),
Lisburn Half Marathon, 10K and Fun Run
(June), Cookstown Half Marathon (August),
Newtownabbey Triathlon (September),
as well as the 2013 All-Ireland Coastal
Rowing Championships, taking place

in Carnlough.

23-24 August
Ulster Rally, Enniskillen (base)

One of Ireland’s most important motor rallies,
the Ulster Rally is the only event that is part
of both the major British and Irish Rally
Championships as well as the British Historic
Rally Championship. Watch fast and furious
action amongst the scenic surroundings of the
Fermanagh Lakelands and Sperrin Mountains.

www.ulsterrally.com

24—25 August
Belfast Mela, Belfast

NorthernIreland’s largest global arts festival
returns to Botanic Gardens with a spectacular
line-up of music, dance, food, and arts from
across the world. Attracting annual audiences
0f 20,000 people, the Mela, meaning to ‘meet’
is apopular cultural highlight in the annual
festival calendar. An exciting addition in 2013,
isanamazing new outdoor evening production
combining dance, shadow puppetry and
stunning pyrotechnics.

www.belfastmela.org.uk

24—26 August

Newtownabbey Shoreline Festival,
Newtownabbey

Aweekend of free, family activities, outdoor
music concerts and a fireworks extravaganza.
Bring your picnic and enjoy the ‘Live Classics
inthe Park’ concert with songs from opera
and musicals.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9034 0000
www.newtownabbey.gov.uk

Event details may change. Please check with organisers in advance.

MAJOREVENTS AND FESTIVALS

26-27 August
The Auld Lammas Fair, Ballycastle

Ireland’s oldest traditional market fair
featuring street entertainment and the
chance to sample local specialities like dulse,
adried edible seaweed, and ‘yellow man’, a
deliciously sweet, chewy toffee.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 2076 2024
(Ballycastle Tourist Information Centre)
www.heartofthecausewaycoastandglens.com

29 August—1September

The NorthernIreland Open Challenge,
Galgorm, Ballymena

Michael Hoey heads up the Northern Ireland
Open Challenge to be held at Galgorm Castle
Golf Club. This exciting event will be Northern
Ireland’s own tour event and will form part of
the Challenge Tour’s international schedule.
Thisis an opportunity to see some of Europe’s
finest golfers take on one of Ireland’s finest
courses.

Like this? You might also like: Causeway
Coast Amateur Golf Tournament
(North Coast, June).

Tel: + 44 (0) 28 2564 6161
www.niopen.co.uk

30 August—1September

22nd Annual Bluegrass Music Festival,
Ulster American Folk Park, Omagh

There'll be strumming on the porches of log
cabins, dancing in the cobbled streets and
jamming outside the General Store. With
some of the biggest names in Bluegrass,
stroll through the afternoon sessions or
book tickets for an evening concert.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 8224 3292
www.nmni.com

Motorsports

Northern Ireland has a packed annual
line-up of events for motorsports
enthusiasts. Popular regional fixtures
include the Cookstown 100 (April),
Tandragee 100 (May) and Enniskillen 100
Revival at Enniskillen Airport (June).
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31August—1September

Northern Ireland International Airshow
with RSA NI, Portrush

Afree, two-day event at beautiful West Bay,
Portrush featuringjets, helicopters and
historic aircraft plus a full programme of
arena acts, family entertainment, trade
village and exhibitions.

Tel: + 44 (0) 287034 4723
(Coleraine Tourist Information Centre)
www.niinternationalairshow.co.uk

SEPTEMBER

5-8 September

Hillsborough International Oyster
Festival, Hillsborough

The world-renowned festival takes place
eachyearin the historic, picturesque
Georgian village of Hillsborough, attracting
thousands of visitors from all corners of the
globe. Comein 2013 when the festival will
celebrateits 21st anniversary with a special
programme of events that will make for a
truly memorable anniversary.

Tel: +44 (0) 7802311388
www.hillsboroughoysterfestival.com

14-15September

European Heritage Open Days, Various
Venues, Northern Ireland

Aunique opportunity to visit some of

Northern Ireland’s mostintriguing buildings,

many of which are not normally open to the
public.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9054 3022
www.discovernorthernireland.com/ehod

20 September

Culture Night Belfast 2013, Belfast
(also Londonderry and Strabane)

This free, family-focused event is designed
to highlight Belfast’s rich cultural offering.
Come along and explore local expression
of different art forms and share cultural
experiences. Culture Night provides a

snapshot of the depth of talent and creativity

available in Belfast and the dynamism that
cultural activity can bring to the city.

Culture Night also takes place in
Derry~Londonderry and Strabane.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9031 4011
www.culturenightbelfast.com

Tel: +44 (0) 28 7126 7284

(Derry Visitor & Convention Bureau)
www.derryvisitor.com

Tel: +44 (0) 287138 4444

(Strabane Tourist Information Centre)
www.strabanedc.com
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Pipe Band

Northern Ireland has a strong pipe band
tradition, with competitions and events
taking placein various locations in 2013.
Theseinclude the 40th County Antrim
Pipe Band Championshipsin
Carrickfergus (June), Mid Ulster Pipe
Band Championships in Cookstown
(June), Scottish Pipe Band Championship
with Food Festin Lurgan (June), Mid
Summer Carnival and Royal Scottish Pipe
Band Association Championshipsin
Omagh (June), Royal Scottish Pipe Band
Association Ulster Championshipsin
Newtownards (August) and the North
West Pipe Band Championship Festivalin
Coleraine (August).

22 September (tbc)

Magnus Barelegs Viking Festival,
Killyleagh

Teams of 10 peopleinreplica Viking Longships
race across Killyleagh Harbour in honour of
Magnus Barelegs, killed near Strangford
Loughin1103. A family day with atown
parade and lots to see and do.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 44612233
(Downpatrick Tourist Information Centre)
www.downdc.gov.uk

27-28 September
The Belfast Tattoo, Belfast

This spectacular event will celebrate the
music and culture of the Ulster Scots with the
Massed Pipe Bands, dancers, drummers and
singers. A cast of hundreds of the finest
musicians and a night of music and dance for
allthe family.

Tel: +44 (0) 2890739074
www.belfasttattoo.com

OCTOBER

October

Mount Stewart Treeluminations,
Festival of Lights, Mount Stewart,
Newtownards

This beautiful National Trust property
launchesits ‘Festival of Lights’. Featuring a
spectacularilluminated trail that highlights
the beauty of the Lake Walk, lighting shows
will be accompanied by a musical soundtrack.
Ason et lumiére experience, which is not to
be missed.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 4278 8387
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/mount-stewart

October

Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s,
Belfast

Over thelast 50 years the festival has grown to
becomethe largest arts festival in Ireland with
events throughout the city, brightening up
Autumn with the very best of international
and local theatre, dance, visual arts, music
and comedy.

Tel: +44 (0) 2890971034
www.belfastfestival.com

1-310ctober
Magherafelt October Fest, Magherafelt

A month packed full of events focusing on the
Arts, with something for all ages. Activities
include workshops, concerts, exhibitions,
events and storytelling.

Tel: +44 (0) 2879631510
(Magherafelt Tourist Information Centre)

29 October -2 November

Banks of the Foyle Hallowe’en Carnival,
Queens Quay and Guildhall Square,
Londonderry

Ireland’s largest street carnival and one of
the world’s premier Hallowe’en celebrations
returns, withits biggest ever festival
programme planned for 2013. Look out for
terror-ific characters, mythical mayhemand
awhole host of ghostly goings on. The
five-day festival will cast a spooky spotlight
onthecity and allit has to offer in terms of
culture, art,imagination and of course fun.

Tel: +44 (0) 287126 7284
(Derry Visitor & Convention Bureau)
www.derrycity.gov.uk/halloween

31 October

Halloween

Why notjoinin the Halloween fun and
festivities around Northern Ireland.
Celebrations include the Hallowtides
Festival (Newcastle), the Ghostsinthe
Glens Storytelling Festival (Cushendall),
Spooked Out in Newtownabbey, Autumn
Fest (Ards Peninsula) plus fireworks
events in various towns and cities.




October / November
Cinemagic, Various Venues, Belfast

Belfast presents its annual film and television
festival for young people. 2013 will see separate
events for 4 - 11 year-olds (4 —18 October)
and 12 - 25 year-olds (18 — 28 November)

with film education events, masterclasses,
competitions and Q&As for young people
and families.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 90311900
www.cinemagic.org.uk

NOVEMBER

November

Whitehead Fifth Annual Victorian Street
Fair, Whitehead

Fun for all the family as the town gives itself
over to all things Victorian. Steam train rides,
traditional children’s entertainment, craft stalls,
storytelling, street entertainers, folk music,
carol singing, Christmas lights switch-on
and spectacular fireworks display.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9337 8077

A Look Aheadto 2014

JANUARY

January

Out to Lunch Arts Festival, Cathedral
Quarter, Belfast

Out to Lunch has rapidly become one of the
city’s best loved festivals for its winning
combination of high quality theatre, music
and comedy shows, all served with a tasty
affordable lunch. The festival continues to
grow with a range of evening shows now also
on the menu. Winner of numerous awards,
thefestival has transformed the city’s arts scene.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9024 6609 (Belfast Welcome Centre)
www.cgaf.com

MARCH

7-14March
Belfast Children’s Festival, Belfast

An arts festival established in 1998 which
showcases the best of international and
homegrown talent, presenting theatre,
dance and visual arts to young audiences.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 9024 3042
www.belfastchildrensfestival.com

14 -17 November

20th William Kennedy Piping Festival,
Armagh City

Aninternational piping festival basedin
Armagh which highlights the pipes, traditional
musicand song of Ireland, Scotland and many
countries of the world —a true melting pot of
world cultures. Concerts, workshops, recitals,
lectures and plenty of free sessions and
events for schools.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 37511248
www.wkpf.org

30 November

Georgian Day, Armagh City

Armagh goes back toits Georgian roots each
year for the annual Georgian Day event.
Marking the beginning of the Christmas
season, festive stalls line the distinct cobbled
streets of Armagh for a unique experience
that can’t be missed. Festive music,
horse-drawn carriage rides, Georgian
characters promenading the streets,

carol singing and much more.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 37521800
(Armagh Tourist Information Centre)
www.armagh.co.uk

DECEMBER

November/December
Christmas

Christmas lights switch-ons and festive
celebrations take place in various towns
and cities. Major events include the
Continental Market at City Hall and

St. George's Christmas Fair and Market,
bothin Belfast, Christmas family activities
at National Trust properties and the
Ulster Folk and Transport Museum and
Ulster American Folk Park, and speciality
food and craft markets in towns like
Magherafelt.

9-18 March

Saint Patrick’s Festival, Armagh City

Aten day festival of cultural events
celebrating Saint Patrickin the city where
he founded his first stone church.

Other major St. Patrick’s Day celebrations
include Belfast, Downpatrick, Omagh,
Derry~Londonderry, Newry and
Ballymena, with the latter featuring a
pilgrimage walk up Slemish Mountain.
You can also combine celebration along
with learning on the St. Patrick’s Trail.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 37521800

(Armagh Tourist Information Centre)
www.armagh.co.uk
www.discovernorthernireland.com/stpatrick
(celebrations across Northern Ireland)

Event details may change. Please check with organisers in advance.

10-18 March
Féile an Earraigh 2014, Belfast

Féile an Earraigh (Irish Traditional Spring
Festival) is fast becoming a very important
weekend in the Belfast calendar of festivals,
where we celebrate the best of Irish culture
and the artsin the west of the city and further
afield. Féile an Earraigh presents a wide
variety of arts and cultural events, such as
Irish traditional music sessions, master-
classes, school workshops, concerts, tours
and walks, debates and discussions, literary
events, youth and sporting events and family
based activities.

Tel: +44 (0) 28 90313440
www.feilebelfast.com

MAY

9-12May

Giro d'Italia Big Start 2014,
Various Locations

Anannual multiple-stage bicycle race primarily
heldinItaly, in 2014 the Giro d'Italia comes to
Northern Ireland. Along with the Tour de France
and Vuelta a Espana, the Giro d'Italia makes
up cycling’s prestigious three Grand Tours.
The Big Start will commence with several days
of pre-race celebrations in Belfast, followed
by spectacular opening stages in Northern
Ireland before racing from Armagh to Dublin.

www.girostart2014.com

53



discovernorthernireland.com

2013 Derry~Londonderry UK City of Culture

What an opportunity to celebrate the city’s artistic excellence and its cultural depth
and diversity thanin 2013 as Derry~Londonderry hosts the first ever UK City of Culture.

Enjoy a packed programme of events and cultural offerings in venues across the city
including the iconic new Ebrington Square, a 12,000 outdoor performance plaza
that has been reborn as a shared cultural space for everyone to enjoy. Come and take
in afeast of music, art, festivals and pageants. From street parties, to fireworks,
light shows and carnivals. There’s something spectacular for everyone.

Some of the many highlightsinclude:

JANUARY

January —December

Ayear-long celebration of the 400th anniversary
of the city walls, with a series of activities to
explore the history and celebrate the walls

as a present-day heritage asset.

MAY

2-6May

There are great jazz and electronic music
festivals, not least the City of Derry Jazz & Big
Band Festival, which promises ajam-packed
programme of some of the biggest stars and
newest names on thejazz scene.

11-12May

All the ‘Flavours of the Foyle’ will be on offer
during a free two-day seafood festival as
part of the Battle of the Atlantic Celebrations.
Live cookery demonstrations and food stalls
hosted by local chefs and restaurants.

For more information on
tickets and venues go to
www.cityofculture2013.com

JUNE

7-8June

A city-wide spectacle taking place over awhole
weekend devised by Frank Cottrell Boyce,
writer of the London 2012 Opening Ceremony.

9June

Columba Canticles weaves a dazzling tapestry
of musicand verse celebrating 400 years of
Derry’srichly joyous, yet turbulent history.

It features the choirs of the Universities of
Ulster and Aberdeen combined with the
London Southbank Sinfonia.

AUGUST

3-10August

The Maiden City Festival presents a packed
programme of diverse performance in music,
dance and drama within and around the
historic Walls of Londonderry. See the website,
Facebook and Twitter for programme
information updates, including festival events
throughout 2013 UK City of Culture year.

11-18 August

Combhaltas Ceoltéi[iéireannis bringing
Fleadh Cheoil na htireann to the city in 2013,
the biggest festival of Irish culture in the world.

';l*

2013

Derry~Londonderry
UK City of Culture

28-30August

A 600-strong cast will use music, song,
dance and theatre to create an unforgettable
celebration of our colourful history.

OCTOBER

23 0ctober 2013-5 January 2014

The Turner Prize will come to Derry~Londonderry,
thefirst time it has ever been held outside
England.

29 October—2 November

Ireland’s largest street carnival and one of
the world’s premier Hallowe’en celebrations
returns, with its biggest ever festival
programme planned for 2013. Look out for
terror-ific characters, mythical mayhem and
awhole host of ghostly goings on. The
five-day festival will cast a spooky spotlight
onthecity and allit has to offer in terms of
culture, art,imagination and of course fun.

NOVEMBER

28 November —1 December

Thehistoricwalls of the city of Derry~Londonderry
will provide a spectacular canvas for this
critically acclaimed festival of light.

. | T



Networked Tourist Information Centres

Belfast City Centre

Belfast Welcome Centre

Tourist Information (Belfast & NI)
47 Donegall Place, BT15AD

T:(028) 90246609

E: welcomecentre@belfastvisitor.com

George Best Belfast City Airport
Sydenham Bypass, BT39JH

T:(028) 90935372

E: welcomecentre@belfastvisitor.com

Belfast International Airport
Arrivals Hall, BT29 4AB

T:(028) 9448 4677

E: welcomecentre@belfastvisitor.com

COUNTY ANTRIM

Antrim

The Old Courthouse
Market Square, BT41 4AW
T:(028) 94428331
E:info@antrim.gov.uk

Ballycastle

Portnagree House Harbour
&Marina Visitor Centre,

14 Bayview Road, BT54 6BT
T:(028) 2076 2024

E: tourism@moyle-council.org

Ballymena

TheBraid

1-29 Bridge Street, BT43 5EJ

T:(028) 25635900

E: tourist.information@ballymena.govuk

Ballymoney

Ballymoney Town Hall
1Townhead Street, BT53 6BE

T: (028) 2766 0230

E: touristinfo@ballymoney.gov.uk

Carrickfergus

Tourist Information Centre

and Museum

11 Antrim Street, BT38 7DG
T:(028) 93358049

E: touristinfo@carrickfergus.org

Giant's Causeway Visitor Centre

44 Causeway Road,

Bushmills, BT578SU

T: (028) 20731855

E: giantscausewaytic@nationaltrust.org.uk

TELLMEMORE

Larne

Narrow Gauge Road, BT40 1XB
T:(028) 2826 0088

E: larnetourism@btconnect.com

Lisburn

15 Lisburn Square, BT28 1AN
T:(028) 9266 0038
E:tic.lisburn@lisburn.gov.uk

Portrush (seasonal)

Dunluce Centre

Sandhill Drive, BT56 8BF
T:(028) 70823333

E: portrushtic@btconnect.com

COUNTY ARMAGH

Armagh

40 English Street, BT617BA
T:(028) 37521800

E: tic@armagh.gov.uk

COUNTY DOWN

Banbridge

The Old Town Hall,
1Scarva Street, BT323DA
T:(028) 40620232

E: tic@banbridge.gov.uk

Bangor

34 Quay Street, BT20 5ED
T:(028) 91270069

E: tic@northdown.gov.uk

Downpatrick

The St. Patrick Centre

53a Market Street, BT306LZ

T: (028) 44612233

E: downpatrick.tic@downdc.gov.uk

Hillsborough

The Courthouse, The Square,
BT26 6AG

T:(028) 9268 9717
E:tic.hillsborough@lisburn.gov.uk

Kilkeel

The Nautilus Centre
Rooney Road, BT34 4AG
T:(028) 4176 2525

E: kdakilkeel@hotmail.com

Newcastle

10-14 Central Promenade,
BT330AA

T:(028) 43722222

E: newcastle.tic@downdc.gov.uk

Newry
Bagenal's Castle
Castle Street, BT34 2DA

T:(028) 30313170

E: newrytic@newryandmourne.gov.uk

Newtownards

31Regent Street, BT23 4AD

T: (028) 91826846

E: tourism@ards-council.gov.uk

Portaferry (seasonal)
TheStables

Castle Street, BT221NZ
T:(028) 42729882

E: tourism.portaferry
@ards-council.gov.uk

COUNTY FERMANAGH

Enniskillen

Wellington Road, BT74 7EF
T:(028) 66323110

E: tic@fermanagh.gov.uk

COUNTY LONDONDERRY

Coleraine

25 Railway Road, BT52 1PE
T:(028) 7034 4723
E:info@northcoastni.com

Limavady

Roe Valley Arts & Cultural Centre
24 Main Street, BT49 OFJ
T:(028) 7776 0650

E: tourism@RVACC.co.uk

Londonderry

44 Foyle Street, BT48 6AT
T:(028) 7126 7284
E:info@derryvisitor.com

Magherafelt

The Bridewell

6 Church Street, BT456AN

T:(028) 79631510

E: thebridewell@magherafelt.gov.uk

COUNTY TYRONE

Cookstown

The Burnavon

Burn Road, BT80 8DN
T:(028) 8676 9949

E: tic@cookstown.gov.uk

Dungannon

Hill of The O'Neill, 26 Market Square,
Dungannon, BT701AB

T:(028) 87728600
E:ranfurlyhouse.reception@
dungannon.gov.uk

Omagh

Strule Arts Centre
Townhall Square, BT78 1BL
T:(028) 82247831

E: tourism@omagh.gov.uk

Strabane

The Alley Arts & Conference Centre
1a Railway Street, BT82 8EF
T:(028) 7138 4444

E: alleytheatre@strabanedc.com
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FORUP-TO-DATEINFORMATION WHEN IN NORTHERN IRELAND

Email: info@nitb.com

Activities: www.outdoorni.com, www.cycleni.com, www.walkni.com, www.canoeni.com, www.beachni.com, www.mountainbikeni.com;

Events: www.culturenorthernireland.org, www.whatsonni.com; Food: www.nigoodfood.com; Craft: www.craftni.org; Accessibility: www.adaptni.org
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reland.co

travel information

GETTING TONORTHERN IRELAND

Northern Ireland is easy to get to, easy to get around. Excellent fast ferry links from England and Scotland to
Belfast and Larne, three airports with frequent, low-cost flights from the UK and beyond, plus good roads,
buses and trains to take you where you want to go.

You can fly to Northern Ireland directly from a number of European and International destinations. Check with
the airports directly for details of carriers and the most up-to-date scheduled and chartered flights:

BELFAST

INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT (BIA)

T:+44(0) 289448 4848
www.belfastairport.com

Services to/from
Belfast (Bus)

T: +44 (0) 28 9066 6630
www.translink.co.uk

Airport Express 300

24 hrbus service between the airport
and Belfast (departing every 15 minutes
at peak times).Departs: bus stop at
terminal exit.

From BIA to Belfast

Coaches travel via: Templepatrick,

M2 Motorway, Royal Avenue, Donegall
Square South and terminate at
Belfast's Europa Buscentre. Journey
time: approx 30-40 minutes. Single
£7,return £10.

Services to/from

Londonderry (Bus)

T:+44 (0) 287126 9996

www.airporter.co.uk

The “Airporter” - Operatesa
frequent coach service between

Londonderry and both Belfast airports.
Services to/from Belfast
and Londonderry (Rail)

T:+44(0) 28 9066 6630
www.translink.co.uk

Nearest rail service operates from
Antrim, six miles from BIA.

Taxifare to Belfast City centreis
approximately £25 - £30.

SCHEDULED DESTINATIONS
- ASELECTION
(UK & EUROPE)
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GEORGE BEST

BELFAST CITY
AIRPORT

T:+44 (0) 28 90939093
www.belfastcityairport.com

Services to/from Belfast (Bus)
T:+44(0) 28 9066 6630
www.translink.co.uk

Airport Express 600

Operates every 20 minutes at peak
times to the city centre and Europa
Buscentre, between 06:00 and 22:05
on weekdays (less frequent service on
weekends). Single £2.20, return £3.30.

The “Airporter” - Operates to
Londonderry.

T:+44 (0) 28 7126 9996
www.airporter.co.uk

Services to/from Belfast (Rail)

Nearest rail service operates from
Sydenham halt, reached from afree
shuttle bus service from the airport
terminal, to Belfast Central and Great
Victoria Street Stations.

Monday-Friday: Operates a twice
hourly service between 06:21 and
22:53; less frequent service on
weekends. Cost: £1.80

Taxifaretothecity centreis
approximately £10.

CITY OF DERRY
AIRPORT

T:+44(0) 2871810784
www.cityofderryairport.com

Services to/from
Londonderry (Bus)

T:+44 (0) 28 9066 6630
www.translink.co.uk

Ulsterbus operates various scheduled
services toand from the airport to the
main Foyle Street Bus Station in the
city. Bus 143 or the 234 into the city
centre, Limavady and Coleraine.
Services to/from

Londonderry (Rail)

Rail services operate from
Londonderry train station and run to
Coleraine and Belfast. Full details are
available on the Translink website.

Taxi fare from the airport to city
centreis about £10-£12.

Services from the Republic of
Ireland to Londonderry (Bus)

www.buseireann.ie

BELFAST HARBOUR

T:+44 (0) 28 9055 4422
www.belfast-harbour.co.uk

Taxi fareis about £5-£10to city centre.

StenaLine

www.stenaline.com

Sailings: Belfast to Cairnryan
and Liverpool.

Isle of Man Steam Packet Company
www.steam-packet.com
Sailings: Belfast to Isle of Man
(Douglas) - seasonal.

LARNE HARBOUR

T:+44(0) 28 2887 2100
www.portoflarne.co.uk

Trains to Belfast: £6.50 single. Bus:
£4.80 single. Taxiis about £30 to
Belfast City centre. Car rental
available.

P&0O
www.poferries.com

Sailings: Larne to Cairnryan
&Troon.

Please note: prices quoted were correct at time of print. Taxi prices are estimates.

Car hireis available from all three airports.

Belfast ' @ Glasgow
® Inverness Dublin.
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GETTINGAROUND NORTHERN IRELAND

Translink Bus and Train Services

T: +44(0) 28 9066 6630, W: www.translink.co.uk

Within Belfast, the Metro bus service offers unlimited
travel for £3.00/£3.50 per day. Check website for
good value Day Returns and iLink card (unlimited bus
andrail travelin NI).

Goldline 200 Express coach - (2hrs 25 mins) travels
between Dublin Airport/City centre and Belfast,

and operates a frequent service, day and night,
7days aweek.

To/from Dublin Airport: single £13.50 (€16.20),
return £19.50 (€23.40); to/from Dublin City centre:
single £14.15 (€17), return £20.85 (€25).

Enterprise Train Dublin- Belfast (2hrs 5mins).
Standard single £28, standard return £30 (day)/
£40 (monthly).

Driving and Speed Limits: Drive on the leftand
overtake ontherightis the rule of theroad. Speed
limits: 30 miles per hour (mph) in towns unless signs

show otherwise; 60mph on single carriageways;
70mph on dual carriageways and motorways.

Seat belts are mandatory for drivers and all passengers
and motorcyclists must wear crash helmets.

Visit www.nidirect.gov.uk/motoring for the
Highway Code online.

Car Parking: Car parkingis permitted where there is
ablue Psign whichindicates a car parkintowns ora
lay-by at the roadside outside towns. Drivers can park
elsewhere on the street except when there are double
yellow lines which prohibits all parking, or asingle
yellow line which permits parking at limited times
only. Pay heed to restriction notices.

Blue Badge parking scheme:

The scheme offers animportant service for people
with severe mobility problems, enabling badge
holders to park close to where they need to go.
Visit wwwe.nidirect.gov.uk for information on the

ADVICE & INFORMATION

scheme and restrictions. Please note: badge holders
arenot entitled to free parking in Department for
Regional Development charged car parks.

Car Rental: Prices for car rentals start from about
£100 per week, though you should shop around to
get the best deal to suit your needs. Agerestrictions
vary according to rental company but you must have
avalid driving licence for more than one year. For
furtherinformation visit www.bvrla.co.uk

Taxis: All legal taxis should display taxilicence plates.
Taxis are generally private hire taxis and contact
numbers are availablein Yellow Pages or the BT
Telephone Directories. Taxis are generally meter
reading fares; if not ask the fare to your destination
before setting off. In Belfast, taxi ranks are also
available; these are generally in the city centre or at
some points of entry,and are London-type black cabs.

Passport/Visa Requirements

Passport Advice Line (UK)
T:0300222 0000

www.ips.gov.uk

UK nationals can travel without a
passport but will need photographic
identification. Individual airline and
ferry company requirements can vary.
Passports are not required for travel
between NorthernIreland and the
Republic, however international
visitors arriving in one jurisdiction and
wishing to travel to the other must
ensure they hold a valid visa for both
the UK the Republic of Ireland. For
furtherinformation, contact the British
Embassy in your country of origin.

Bringing a pet?

UK Pet Travel Scheme helpline:
T:+44 (0) 870 2411710

www.defra.gov.uk

Medical Insurance

T:0845606 2030
+44(0) 1912181999 (overseas)

www.ehic.org.uk

You need to obtain a European Health
Insurance card (EHIC) which will allow
youto access state-provided healthcare
inall European Economic Area (EEA)
countries atareduced cost or sometimes
free of charge. You can apply online at
their website or by telephone. Visitors
are strongly advised to take out private
travelinsurance.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Money

Sterling currency. Most large stores
accept Euro, although generally you will
get abetterrateif you bring Sterling.
Main credit cards are in general use but
bring cash too. In main towns, bank
hours are 09:30-16:30. Automatic
Teller Machines (ATMs) dispense cash
athundreds of locations, banks,
garages and shopping centres. Bureau
de Changeareinlarger bank branches,
travel agents, the Belfast Welcome
Centre, some other tourist information
centres, big hotels and at a few visitor
attractions.

Telephone

To call Northern Ireland from abroad,
dial 00 44 + area code (without 0)
+local number. From the Republic of
Ireland, dial 048 + area code (without 0)
+|ocal number. From elsewhere in UK
ortomake aninternal call, dial area
code (with 0) +local number. To call
the Republicfrom NorthernIreland,
dial 00 353 + the area code (without O)
+local number.

Left Luggage

T: +44 (0) 28 9024 6609

Belfast Welcome Centreis the only place
that provides this service. £3 peritem
forup to 4hrs. £4.50 4hrs+. Last pick up
is 15 minutes before closing.

Text: Alan Morrow & NITB with thanks to tourism partners and councils.

Attraction information supplied courtesy of attractions or councils.
Photographers: Brian Morrison, Tony Pleavin, Christopher Heaney and Rob Durston.
Photographs from the Northern Ireland Tourist Board Photographic Library
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Page 08 - Ulster Museum, Ulster Folk and Transport Museum (Both Courtesy of NMNI),
Titanic Belfast (Courtesy of Donal McCann)

Page 09-Patterson’s Spade Mill (Courtesy of National Trust/ Gavan Caldwell),

Irish Linen Centre & Lisburn Museum (Courtesy of Tourism Ireland)

Page 11-Mussenden Sunset (Courtesy of Causeway Coast and Glens Tourism)

Page 12 - Gracehill Village (Courtesy of Phil Smyth), Carnlough Harbour (Alan Glover)
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Page 17 - Creggan Country Park, Museum of Free Derry

Page 20 - Ulster American Folk Park (Courtesy of NMNI)

Page 21-Wellbrook (Courtesy of Cookstown District Council), Springhill House (Courtesy

Tipping Shopping
Check your bill to seeif a service charge
has been made. If notand you're
satisfied with the service add 10-15%.

Thursday is late night shopping until
21:00 (Castlecourt) or Wednesday -
Friday (Victoria Square). Late night
shopping varies in other towns/cities
and may only include shopping
centres/larger stores. On Sundays
shops are open from 13:00 and stay
openuntil17:00/18:00in Belfast and
inmany other towns/cities.

Public Holidays

Banks are closed and transport services
arereduced on public holidays.

New Year’s Day January

St. Patrick’s Day March

Good Friday end March Tax Free Shopping

Easter Monday start April

May Bank Holiday start May Allvisitors from outside the European
Spring Bank Holiday end May Union are able to avail of tax free

July Holiday mid July shoppinginthe UK when they purchase
August Bank Holiday end August eligible goods from participating
Christmas Day December retailers. The schemeis entirely
Boxing Day December voluntary so look out for the Tax Free

Shopping logo before you purchase.

Pub Licensing Hours Emergency Services

Monday-Saturday: 11:30 - 23:00.
Sunday: 12:30 -22:00.

Some pubs with an Entertainment
Licence can serve alcohol until 01:00.
Club opening times vary depending
ontheclub.

Dial 999 for emergency services.

Ifyour passport s lost or stolen,
contact the local police station,
embassy or consulate.

Accessibility

There are many accessible attractions
throughout Northern Ireland. Please
contact the venue to check accessibility
provisions prior to visiting.
www.adaptni.org

of Virtual Visit NI),Lissan House (Courtesy of The Lissan Trust), Hill of O’Neill (Courtesy
of Dungannon and South Tyrone Borough Council)

Page 24 - Crom (Courtesy of Virtual Visit NI)

Page 25 - Castle Archdale Courtyard (Courtesy of DOENI)

Page 28 —Navan Fort (Courtesy of The Navan Centre), Gosford Forest Park (Courtesy
of Armagh TIC)

Page 33-Royal County Down (Courtesy of Mark Alexander Photography), FE McWilliam
Gallery and Studio (Courtesy of Banbridge District Council), Scarva Visitor Centre
(Courtesy of Banbridge District Council), Greencastle and Dundrum Castles (Courtesy
of NIEA)

Page 37 - Castle Espie, Delamont Country Park

Page 36 —Down County Museum

Page 40 -Bellaghy Bawn (Courtesy of Virtual Visit NI), Antrim Castle Gardens
(Courtesy of Antrim Borough Council), Loughshore Park (Courtesy of Antrim Borough
Council), Grant Ancestral Homestead (Courtesy of Dungannon and South Tyrone
Borough Council)

Page 43 -Hotelimage (Courtesy of Belfast Visitor and Convention Bureau)

Page 52 —World Police and Fire Games image (Courtesy of WPFG)
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For more information contact:

Belfast Welcome Centre

Tourist Information (Belfast & Northern Ireland)
47 Donegall Place, Belfast BT15AD.

T:+44(0) 289024 6609

Email: welcomecentre@belfastvisitor.com

This document may be made available in alternative formats on request.

Please contact the Visitor Information Unit for further details.

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy in this publication,
The Northern Ireland Tourist Board can accept no liability whatsoever
for any errors, inaccuracies or omissions, or for any matter in any way
arising out of the publication information. Where errors are brought to
our attention, future publications will be amended accordingly.

NITB would be delighted to hear what you think of this publication.
Please send your comments to comments@nitb.com
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120m/03/2013

© Northern Ireland Tourist Board, 59 North Street, Belfast, BT1INB.

T:+44 (0) 2890231221 Textphone: +44 (0) 28 90441522

Fax: +44 (0) 28 9024 0960 Email: info@nitb.com

X/ . -

N northernireland Tourism Ireland

’ tourist board Marketing the island of Ireland overseas

Front cover: Peace Bridge, Derry~Londonderry





